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Severance is made to Bureau lett er dated 294 

v ffo. 100-195220 . requesting an. interview of HHHjlSHHHHHSH 


Sac, Philadelphia 
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Director, FBI 
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It Is noted I 


"has been previously interviewe^^apecial 

of the Philadelphia Office, concernin^|m^|^^, and 

Fat that tine supplied further information concerning persons 
.legedly having Cominunist tendencies, which information was in turn furnished 
to- the Bureau by the Philadelphia Office on July 25, 1947. 

It was apparent through talking with 'that his information 

was second-hand. Ke readily supplied the name s o^h^foll owing two individuals 
who he said were well informed on the .above-mentioned individuals t 



‘stated that he had another good source of information 

whose name for confidential reasons he was not willing to disclose. 

A copy of the instant letter is being furni shed to the Hew York 
Office in the event the Bureau desires it to intervie 


FFB:MSJcG 
100-30091 
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Office Memorandum • united states 


GOVERNMENT 


DATE; July 29, 19^7 


from j J. P. Coyne £ 

SUBJECT: JOHAHHSS EISLE R, vith aliases; | 

IBTERNAL SECURUT - E V)/ , ^ „ <T , ,a* L f. S 

• » t/f' i- - AfL li-- — / | 

Pursuant to the request of the State Department for a name / 

check of Hane’Eialer, the attached memorandum has "been prepared concergDg/ 
informat i on~ contains d in the Bureau's files. It Is noted that the idefciltii 
of the Informants hare not Been divulged , and that the Bureau has not be«n 
Identified in the memorandum. . 


It la suggested t^iat this memorandum he forwarded to the State 
Department through appropriate ^Liaison channels. 

IK\ >1 


AUMORMATiOfl CoMf 
/•>® EL‘l !S UKCIAIimD , R p ; 
». jATE4^BtaJ&L& 


o2ftl!G-29l97/ 


"l-v £ 
1&;847 




July 30, 19*7 


S5 r T T ^° mTI 0« COWTAIKsn 
EJ ETF IS IWCLASSIFHOft / 


J -tt\KKL3 EXSIBt, with AliUM 


CLASSIFIED BY:. 
DECLASSIFY OH: 


Jobannoo Elaler was barn July 6. 1098, at Lelpaie# Carman* Hi , 
i* the eon of Rudolf Eleler end Varle Ida Elaler, nee Fischer. Be is the - r 
brother of Gerhart Klsler and Ruth Fischer, both of whan have figs .wal praft* 
inontly in recent disclosure* by the un-Aaorlean Ac tlvitlee Go«ll tee of the 
Bouse of Representatives. i v:- Zw' 

According to « confidential source, Bans Malar graduated frc e 
hifh school and spent threo yt-are in the r. Hilary eervioe* Be studied 


*uslc in college ’and university and while a etudent held the position of 
toucher at Vienna fleonlo*e filch 5ch:ol and the laborers* University. Zu 
1921 ho obtained * prise fur music given by the city of Vienna, which was 


t Schrol and the laborers* University. 


the highest boner s c copoccr could attain. Be acved to Berlin- Geraaay, 
at tho end of 192h, whore he became e teacher in the Yorkers* Chlvetsity* 
its ir^itraied to ine United States in 1913 and in 1939 became a n'ofeseqr 
of music at the Benr School fur Social r o search in Bow lark City^k ^ 

"Current Biography - 19t2" ©ontalne a btoprajty of Bans Elaler 
which lists hie address as c/o Bow School for Social ^search, (6 vest 12th 
Street, Bow lark City. This biography contains the followii^ pertinent infer- 
ration other than that set cut above » Elaler served on the Italian front dur- 
ing the First %-erld tar (1918) and upon hie discharge Aron the amy studied 
ecr position with the proelnont modern composer Arnold Schoenberg at the 
Acadcry of Vuslc In Vienna. Eider's rceegnltion throughout Europe and to 
so- e eartoot in the United States was brought about by hie wuelcal ©oerpoeitlono, 
ae well as fils work on Osman fil~ scores. All of Ei«l<w*e work in music was 
banned ^hen Hitler cace Into power in 1933. Be ccr posed the musical score 
for the fil» "Song of Beroee* in 1932. This was a fllr. on life in the Soviet 
Union. Fla lor escaped fra-. Germany in 1933 and thereafter worked in Peris, 
the United States and England. Tide article states that In February, 191*3, 
the Rockefeller Foundation allocated £20,003 to the few School for Social Re- 
search for research and study of music and films end the school in turn eoo- 
wtieaiohod Elsler to work on csxxsloal scores for the Be* Tortr Philharmonic* 

In i r ay, 19u2, the Hew School for Social Research granted Elsler a leave. of 
absence to continue his work on the r ockefeller project in Bollywood. z 1 1 
tl i v f ; • ' f 
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..CONFIDENTIAL 


According to the t on biography, as all as through the result ef 
lznmati^fttLon, It b as tu n determined that tieler married Louise Anna Go#- 
sotcqyl, born Karch 6, 1906, at Tlaiai, Austria. The; vara serried In 
Csecboelovaxia on Deoasbar 7* 1937* hialsr baa baan previously married 
and dlvoroed, bat tba identity of tala fir at lift |a mnknoscw 


asckcrcund and Co aqnlrt affiliation 

la tht early 1930'a Hans Eisler collaborated aith Bartolt Brecht, a 
Canaan revolutionary writer jreaantly in tba Ik&ted States who la eloeely 
associated with Sana Elalar at this Vina* Tiny produced a play entitled ■Ble 
Vasamhoa" (The Disciplinary treasure)* This play has appeared in print In 
both Caraany and CmeohcalovalcU. Tha occ plate play- baa baan translated, and 
it la noted tha author* tail it an educational play. It doala with tba work 
of four CopRuniat agitators wtsa go frots Voecow to kukisn, ba-. churls, to apraad 
propaganda and aupport tha rhinos# Co*- urtlata among the Industrie* of Vuhdan* 
Tha action of tba play takas place bafora tha •Control Car-wlttae* whan the 
four acltatora return to give an account of tbair work and especially account 
for the fact that they bad been foroad to kill a young Conrunlat eooradc whose 
Intentions ware good but whose death *as dee-ad a necessity by the four agi- 
tatora sinew hla activity threatened to anoan or the Cor unist never ont a-jn,: 
the Chiaseo. ^ 

A Hatter ~atad Hay 12, 1930, at Berlin, Germany, la published alone 
with the foregoing play and the latter la signed by both Brecht and Elslar* 

The anthers defend their play, object to Its censorship and suggest that tha 
play be presented by those for whoa It ni intended, that la, worker*, 
ehoruees, troupe of amateur players and school choruses* This play is clear- 
ly of a Conruniat pro p a g a n d a nature* 

A confidential Informant advised on ttarch 13, I9u3, that Bart 
fMecht and Hhns Elslar wer* co-authcr* of a march known as the "Song of 
Solidarity* (Solidarlatasts-Llad), which was written in about 1931* Accord- 
ing to this aouroa, tha march ms adopted with the permission of Breeht and 
Klsler as the song of tha Ccenunlst loath Qryanlaation in Genmmay prior to 
Hitler*# rise to powe r * 

Tba February 1ft, 1935, Issue of the Sally Barker, page ft, contains 
an article Milch daaorlbaa Klsler as Hba brilliant rofolutionary ao^poear of 
•On intern, • •Kota Front, 1 •iahlawaz-pt , * •Farads of tha Cotton Pickers* and 
•Bong of tha Coal Miners. 1 Though not yet 37, this militant worker ectspoaer 
has baan associated with tha workers’ wor e an t e in Germany for the last 


r 
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"seventeen years, Through ths riling of Fascism In Garwaiv he *oa in the 
forefront of tha workers resistance to Hitler, . Song after song csr.e free this 
tireless and prolific empoecr, songs that now help tha masses In militant 
demonstrations.,,, In addressing tha delegate* of the Gorman singing societies, 
the Pierre De Geyter group, ths Artist Onion, ths anti-Baal Federation, ths 
torkors Dance League, the Workers Music League, International -or tor* Order 
and others. Sans Sislar sUiod that inihe Mterican workers* use of revcimiion- 
ary ruflic, unity Is achieved not only by ths American workers of all nationali- 
ties but a~ong all workers throughout ths world," Tha article also referred 
to e concert on Kerch 2, 1 915# to be held in Sew York City, which would be ' 
cno of a national tour, including Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Chicago, Boston 
St, Louis, San Francisco, and other cities In which Sdsler would appear, & 

Also in the February 18, lpj£, issue of the Dally Worker, on page 
?, Elsler Is described In another article written by Eergi Redamsky in tbs 
following samert 


■Hanna Eisler, the far out revolutionary Oarttan refugee cor: poser, 
arrived in this country a few days ago. Every effort has bean made by 
the HI tier government to ferret out ell of Elsie? *s vmslc end to de- 
stroy his Influsncs with ths worker. To ™ one of his records la 
Germany la {amlehable by iffpriaorrent, nevertheless, Utcueands upon 
thousands of records of Elsler'a revolutionary ease songs are still 
played in Baal Gensany and hie popularity is as hi,h as ever there* 

The spreading of revolutionary music se ocg tho Gemaa workers was not 
an accident nor wee it easily accomplished. The Co-runlet Party in 
Germany bad to fight the old beer garden atmosphere Sad nationalistic 
ditties of the middle class which tod found their way into the masses. 

In this cultural and music development, the German workers were led bp 
Banns Rialer, The class struggle in Germargr. a trikes, barricades, 
first of Kay celebration! and other demonstration! are bound up with , 
hie news, hitler is e pupil of Schoenberg, Only when Eisler care in- 
to the struggle of the working class did he find his medium and with M 
it grew hie power of cor.posing music which expressed not only the life 
and battles of the Goman workers, but of the working close of the ea- 7 
tire world, I 


"Eisler has taken an active part in the, struggle of the working 
class of Germany, That Is why his songs find instant responses from 
tbs masses. The workers and peasants of the Soviet Chi or mure quick 
to appreciate this and his *Ch Guard* • •Comintern* sad others ere 
trenendously popular. The revolutionary movement under the leader- 
ship of the Ccowunist Party has brought to its rank many musicians 
whose activities are of great help to the class struggle* Eisler is 
one of the leading spirits in music for the wear Scar end outstanding as 
a musician, a comrade and always on the battle line with tbs rank 
and fUe," 
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According to the records of the Immigration and Naturalization Barrio*, 
Ilsler first entered the United State* on February 13, 1935 , at lev Fork City. 

He left May h, 1935, and again entered October *», 1935* at lev Fork City. He 
departed from the United States in December, 1935. Segarding his first trip 
to the United States, It la noted that according to a highly confidential source 
Ilsler la Motional In a pus elan language article whioh appeared July SO, 1955# 
in the lasue "Soviet Art" published in the Soviet Union, fhe article fuotes 
Xlsler at length and is prefaced by a remark that Xlsler’e first words to the 
interviewer upon arrival in Moscow were his Impression* of the "new face of 
Moscow" and especially of the difference between It and what he saw In the 
capitalistic soun tries . Ilsler Is then quoted as saying he mads a picture In '' 
London entitled "Abdul the panned." which was based on the furbish levolutioniv. 
of 1908. Is states that this picture included such contemporary episodes as * 
the anti -Soviet burning of union homes, the punishment of revolutionists, the 
underground work of the Communist Party, rto. He stated that the film was pro- 
duced through the efforts of polltioal immigrants from fascist Germany. Ilsler 
aleo related that while in London he, together with bertolt Breoht, wrote "Sang 
of the United Front," which he stated he later discovered to be the favorite 
song of the "American proletariat. " The article then describee Ilsler ’* concepts 
on his trip to Forth America and he states that his purpose was to "actively 
support the anti -Fascist federation in the United 8tates." Ke stated that there 
is e strong sympathy in the United State* toward the Soviet Dhlon and that a 
person returning from the Soviet became the delegate for many requests "to 
accurately portray life in a oountry of conservative socialism." Ilsler then 
refers to his most dramatlo moment on the trip, which he says was his visit 
"to the unjustly suffering revolutionary, 18 years Imprisoned In an American 
prison, Tom Moon*/." Is states that he was permitted a short ten-minute inter- 
view with the "prisoner of capitalism," but that this was Insufficient for him 
to tell Mooney what he wanted to know moat of all, namely "the new life of the 
proletariat of l/6 of the entire globe. l \ 

In the article Xlsler oonents that he had been Invited as a professor 
of music at the Hew Fork "law School for Social Sciences," which he was glad 
to aooept because it "will give me the opportunity to teach new ranks of revo- 
lutionary composers .* Other art lodes regarding Xlsler* e visit to the Soviet 
Union eubeefuent to his trip to the United States vert known to this source. 

One dated July 18, I935, appeared in the Moscow Sally levs. In this article 
Ilsler IS footed as saying he would return to America. In the Fall, where he 
would teach at the lev School tear Social Xceeareh in lev Tort City, rj U 


r CON FI, 
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[jhis highly confidential source also Bade available an article in 
the Huaeien language which appeared in the July 22, 1933> iesue of “Pravda," 0 

which article was written By S. Tretyak or. The article la footed in part aa follows^ 


"For oa, lieler — ie firet of all a aorg. The -- *»ed Wedding,* the 
-- 'Comintern. * With the aonga of Slaler on their li pa, the Foreign living 
paroletariate fought in the Barricadea of Berlin and Vienna. With the aonga 
of Sialer they denonetrated in Eurioh and Antwerp. With the aonga of 
Slaler they etood in picket lines in Copenhagen and Manchester.- . 

•jieler finiahed hi a education Brilliantly, Srarything pushed the 
composer towards an easy road of life. But he did not take it. Too die- v . 
guatlng to him wee the hourgeole concert hell where, in a mueloal naroosie, 
the gourmands made their diaooreriea with relish.. . A feeling of anarchist & ' 
protest evoke in the yomg composer. ^ •. . 


•in I 927 lieler wholeheartedly entered the proletariat 'egitpropgroup' 
(agitation propaganda group) movement and Began work as * political muelo 
Journalist.. > >; \ • ■ 


•’Song of tha Miner,* ’Invalid's March,* *8ong of Solidarity,* maroh 
Defend the Soviet Ttoion, * 'Song of the Uhei^loyed, * this le only a email 
part of the great list of Xlsler*s political eonge. Unfortunately, only a few 
of them are published By we. 


& 


•With all of hie natural fighting temperament. Staler tore Into the 
reformist io song group, forming a oommuniatio wing. The Battle was successful. 
Xt drew the attention of the entire mualeal world, gathered travelers, and 
cultivated auch revolutionary mueiol&ne ea Bankel, Fogle and Tolpe. 

"At the same time, a strong tie vea formed Between Slaler end drama- 
turgist Bert Brecht. Together they worked out the history of the 'pedagogio* 
theater, wishing to make it especially aotive in the work of political agitation 
and propaganda. ; . . y . 

*...♦ Sow ho la writing a aymphony dedicated to the prisoners of 
fascist concentration camps. Baaed on the 'Song of the Swamp Soldier* and 
aoaqposed By the oaptiwsa. . . $ '■>< .• , v , 

*Se has Been with vs Before, ie made notes on Xhsak melodies on the 
. steps By Mt. Kagnltnoi where the Xoung Quin lata were Building a Blast 
furnace . It was eBout them he wrote the 'Ural X$ung Communist.' .* 


"He has traveled. In Europe and. In America.. Everywhere his arrival 
awakened the revolutionary movement of mualo and the choir. Haler's 
eons la the song of political varrlor. lev York University has invited 
him to a professorship. 




\y 


"lielsr can help many in the Soviet Choral movement. * Our nation j 

needs sons* and knows how to valus a good one. This is ohrlous la f 

Xlsler's 'Comintern/ * deeply Imbedded In our golden song fund."’^ — • , 

\ , ^ •••v-v 

In • brief artiols under ths data of July #7, 1933, sppearing in •prarda* 
Slsler is mentioned as having arrived In Mosocv and la described as a "rs presenta • f 
tire of the International Obion of the Revolutionary Theater,* Also, according 
to this confidential Source, an art 1 ole which appeared In the "Evening Moscow* 
newspaper sometime during July, 1955, reads in part as follows* "Tbs name X Mlar 
Is not tainly associated with such names as Trsderiok Volf, Bsrt Sreoht and Irvin 
P lake tor. These are the names of our foreign living oomrades vho have made their 
talents into a aharp weapon for Communists . • The article states that Eialar 
attended the International musicians olympiad as a representative of the Inter- 
national Union of the Revolutionary Theater and concerning this Slsler la quoted 
as follows in the article 1 "This celebration may boldly be called an expression 
of solidarity between the Cteohe and German labor living In Cseoboalovakia. Vhen 
the first dblwsss with Red banners waving appeared on the scene, eyes of the 
German workers filled with tears upon the sight of this anti-fascist demonstration " 

1 

This confidential informant also advised of on article In the Russian 
l ang u ag e which appeared in the "literary Gazette" la Jfcsoow, Russia, dated July >0, 
195? • It is set out In pert ss follows* ^ i; > 


"I found Bans Eisler at work. Re was dictating an article for one 
of the Moscow newspapers. Vhils waiting fear sgr interview, I began to 
examine some books which were placed in a small group on a shelf. ^ 

•Companions forsvar' — »ReTolutionary Artists* -- Marx— Engels— Lanin— 
and Stalin. My attention was drawn to the German translation of 'Chapaev.* 

\**<h»ly rsoently bsva I •'cracked" Furmanov,* smilingly said Sans 
lislsr. *X read • Chapaev* all the way from America to Europe. Vhat 
strength! Vhat bottomless, revolutionary passion and energy! I oouldn't 
v: tmar myself sway from this book. These are the talsnta which «» me. 

• lutlonary writers and artists of ths wsst must hsvs. In what Is the wp- ( 

lifting strength of such works ss "Chapaev!" It Is that in than is revived I 
not only the magnificent talents of the artists, but also ths fiery Ccwunlstle V 
ambition. Only that kind of unity esn give creations of hsroie strength'. • I 
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r CONFIBtNTIALi 

The Immigration and. laturali ration Barr ice files oontain a Is tt'eVf^ dated 
Ootobor 6, 1935/ fro* J. X. Wilkie, Secretary of the Arizona Peace Officer* 
Association, written to France* perk in*, Secretary of Labor, protesting to the 
Department of Labor the right of San* Haler to remain In the TJblte& State* and 
engage in a concert tour of thla oountry, The letter etate* that Dialer had 
remained for many month* in Noaoov and had again reentered the United State* 

"to aid hi* fellow Communist* in arouaing maa* feeling*. Jialer'* aonga and 
oompoaitiona are all of a revolutionary and propagandioal nature, being deelgned 
for the moat pert far workers* ohorusea and his actlvitlee In proceeding hither 
and yon about the United States to appear under Communist auspice* ere believed ; 
to be sufficiently detrimental to our already steadily menaced peace and trari- 
fuility to warrant hi* axpulalon fro* thla country .** i>„ 


It lc noted that thla letter waa written two day* after Haler’s second ■ 
entry into the united States on October k, 1935/ at Sew York City. The Immigra- 
tion records reflect that Xlaler stated on this second trip that he waa destined 
to the "lev York Sohool for 8ooial Sea ear oh" and that he intended to remain in 
the United States for a period of tlx months. Xlaler actually left in December, 
1935* , . * •./• . . t 


An artiole contained In the Sovember t£, 1955, issue of the "Dally 
Worker* it a review of the play "Mother" written by Bert Brecht and baaed on 
Maxim Oorky’e novel of revolutionary Russia. The erticle states that Bane 
Kleler wrote the music for thie play. „ ......... _ . ... .. 


The "Daily Worker* for December 19, 1955, oontaine an artiole entitled 
"Working Class Bong Record*," This artiole advise* that "working olass and 
revolutionary aonga were being recorded for distribution to the working class . 
Hans lleler, the vorld*e acknowledged master composer of workers* aonga, garnered 
the finest of hi* melbdl**." The article continue* by *tating that the song 
"Comintern" 1* undoubtedly one of Xl»l*r** most popular *ong* and *ha* been sung 
throughout the world for the past eight year* and atlll *tir* the crowd* at out- 
door demonstration* and political meeting* : 

; An artlol* in the "Daily Worker" for January 17, 1956, refer* to 
Haler. Thla article la entitled ”Xialer*e Song* Will feature Lenin Meeting." 
The aub-tltl# la "Browder , Ashford and Amter to Address Memorial." The artiole 
states, "Wall known aonga by Sana Haler, Internationally famous revolutionary 
oompos sr, will feature the musical program to be played and sung at the Lenin 
Memorial Meeting in Madison Square Garden, Monday, January CO (1956 This 
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'CONF^ENTIAl 

art i ole states that tea International Barkers Order Band, would, play Xialar *e 
songs and would foaturo a n*v arrangement of tea "Internationals." Alio, 
that they would play Staler 'a Moot popular oouposltlcat, *pod front,* 

"Ooalateru, ” and malted front.* «te ortlalo itated that Bari Browdsr, 

Oansral Boarwtery of tea Ocwunmist party of tea Bolted States, would speak 
for forty -firo nlnutoa and dlaeuaa Lanin’ a work in Ball ding tea Fwaalmn 
revolutionary aovwent. 


A aonfidaotial Informant adriaad teat tearo was an Individual In 
tea Ubitad States By tea naan of Xdwarda who was said to Bo tea Cunauulat 

International raproaantatlvo In thla 
SwItm aad_no_firwt oshb and whs known 

aa "Xdwarda.” Xovsrar, Informant stated Bdvarda — 
oan Ba further Idantlflad By tha fact teat his Brothar la Ians flalar, a oo»- 
poaar hs liars 4 to Ba a naturalised. American eltltan. Tha Informant furthar 
stated teat lister satersd tea Units! States not primarily for tes purpose of 
ecaq>oeing music But ratear to oo&taot tea OOtV and conduct aotlrltlaa, the 



Sana Bit lor nart entered tee United States on January 21, 1958, at 

raaidanoa was listed at that tins aa Tlanna, Awstrla, and hia intandad future 
residents at the tine of laauanoa of hia passport was Tlanna, Austria. Blsler 
waa aeooupanlad By hia wife, Louisa, also known as Lottie Slslor. the Xwlgra- 
tl— record* reflect teat sn Jtae 8, 1958, “teject applied to extend his 
temporary riaa and also applied for ifcigration to Cuba with pamiaaion to re- 
enter tha United States. 

fin Angtwt 0. 1058 , tea Talii atlge antharitiea ilMOtad a letter to 
Dtr. Alvin Johnson, Director of tea Bav School for Social Beaaarch, advising 
teat IS. and Mrs. Bans Xialar Bad Been granted an extension of tins until 
January Cl, 1959, to raw in la tea United States, prior to tela Xialar had Boon 
auMtlenad By tea I m migr ation and JUtnulliatlen Sarrloa on Jana 10. 10t8 ; at 
white tins ha advised teat alaoa BIS actranoa la January, 1958, Ba Bad Boon 
lootwrlag wader tea awaplaa* «f tea B«v SaBool for Boelal Passer oh and Bad 
Boon offered; a firs -year contract at #5,000 a year. In direct answer to the 
fuaatlon, "Bare any of your compositions Bean used in connection with political 
or patriotic songs?” ha answered, "in Ooruany X wrote eongs which ware anti- 
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During lovember, 19 ^, * Mrlu of articles wr* published In the 
Loe Angelee, California, "Sxamlner,* vblob were written by Ruth fischer. These 
articles exposed her brother Gerhart'* connection with the Camlet organisa- 
tions end eleo Involved her brother Sene Staler. Zn one Installment Bwth 
fleohar wrote that Sena Staler followed Qerhart to JUeerloa in 1955 and they 
■at la lev fork *ity. She a n— an ted that Sene traveled, hank sod forth between 
the Uhlted State* aaA Ssrope, waling several tripe to Buesle to shoe hie oon- 
t laved loyalty. In another installment, lath fieeher wrote ehe tested Sana* 
degree of subservience to the Communist Party by telephoning him that he had 
new lnstruotlona and that he was to so to the corner of Sae Aaeterdaa and Place 
Cllohy and there evalt a major ehe knew. Sana agreed to thle arrangement. Upon 
another oooaelon, Suth flecker re po rt* Sene talked with her daring the Noaoov 
trial* and, aooording to her, Sana beoaae hyeterloal with the thought that he 
and Qerhart wight feature In one of the Noaoov defendants' long-winded accusa- 
tion* . Hans Sleler begged Suth flaoher to let It be known that for years they 
had no eonneotlane, elnoe Ruth fleoher WM out of favor with the Coemnlat 
Party. 


Aooording to the hl^ly oomfl dent 1*1 aouroe, Sleler In I 9 V 5 walntelned 
a Hat of books which ha apparently left In lew fork City. The majority of theee 
hook* related to studies of the Canonist Ideology. The first ten hook* Hated 
hy Staler on this llet ere ae follow* j ^ ^ 


•NASXt 

tUEXl 


'Capital 1 In three volume* 
'Collection of Sssays' 

'Critic law of Political Sconce’ 
'Ludwig feusrbach' 

•Letter* • 

'About the Soviet State* 

'Trow lie Philosophical Serltance* 
'Manor lea of Lanin' 

•Leninism' , four lasuea 

LXVXRi 'Complete edition in three volt—*' 
Sleler *e Contact* In the Loe Angeles Area 


LOU: 

IOH: 






A oocfl dentlal Informant. 

; am o ng the Osman refugees who 

ere sympathetic to the Soviets are |an* Sleler, Mart Break t, Llom feuchtvanger, 
lelnrlch Mann and others. The informant further stated that undoubtedly. If 
any one of the shove Individuals were given an Invitation to return to Germany 


Ik 



^0 


they would no doubt accept. *hie informant identified Bene BleXer ae being 
Ter j active in the free German Movement in Lot Angeles and stated thla group, 
including Bane Slslsr, has Wen very eloee to Hr. and Hre. William Bleterle 
and Charlie Chaplin, who have Wen prominently associated with the Ccaanmlst 

*"**■{& 

to a eonfidential Informant 


Bialer la the ocaipoeer or maaio set to the 
picti^^TCGmaoSol^TsoS^o^Be^ee ) produced in Moeoov in 19 J2 , fhe aocnario 
for thle picture la credited to Jorie Irena, mho la known to W a eloae personal 
friend of Bleler. This picture le described ea the film of the Borlet League 
of Youth , ▼hi oh i tvvlla * doMpi#i©Ij Mr ■ocioiogioml outlook . xiw infor»oxit 

states that the name "IoBaawol* la that of the Young Communlat League In Buaaia 
and that the tranelation of the title by the authors as "Song of Ieroes" la 
entirely inaccurate . Bialer also collaborated with Jorie Irena in 19Jk and 
1938 in making the picture* “Her Berth" end "your Hundred Million*," Also, 
according to thla informant, the subject met with Jorie Irena on the evening 
of Hay 8, 19^3, In Loo Angeles, at which time three knovn members of the Com- 
munist Party mere also in attendance .j£ \jy 


On September 27, 19*0, the United States Attorney's Office at Lob 
Angel©*, California, considered the facta in the Bans Bialer case, advised that 
no request would W made for a Presidential Warrant for the eubjeot'a arrest as 
a dangerous alien enemy at that time. The United States Attorney referred to 
the collaboration between the subject and Bertolt Brecht and the similar nature 
of the facts in their individual eases. Be further referred to the decision 
of the Department of Justice in the alien ensmgr Wee against Bertolt Brecht, 
stating that no Presidential Warrant was authorised for Brecht's arrest under 
the existing conditions since Brecht's Wllefe seemed to be anti-lari and anti- 
fascist and, therefore, was not considered e danger to the war effort of this 
country. The United States Attorney stated that hie decision on the Bisler 
case was based wpon that of the Department in the case against Brecht. 


Investigation has also reflected that Bialer has Wen in eloee 
oontact vlth jriedrioh Christian Lang, who Is a motion ploture director in 
Bollywood and who is a known Communist and affiliated with the free German 


■Buresen*. vz«s meruoiu suss* in ayay in motion flexure 

"Hangmen Also Pis," for which Bans Bisler wrote the maslo. Bisler la also 
kncwn to W a oontact of Clifford Odets, a playwright in Bollywood who le said 
to have written several plays produced by the Cowmlst Party. Odets la a 
reported member of many Communist front organ lest. I nns sni has Wen active in 
CcaBuniat affairs in California. He assisted Ians Bleler in obtaining a position^? 


rnwijflFNTlAi 


Collateral Information 


San* Xliler appeared on May 12, 19^7, before the Sab-Coaalttee of 
the House Committee on Un-American Act lrl ties in It* aeaaloc at the Loe Angeles 
Blltmore Hotel . It haa heen reported that H&ne Haler eroded fuestlone and was 
eo unsatisfactory aa a witneas that the Committee atmaoned hi* to appear before 
a complete Committee inreatigation in Washington, D. C., on June 1 6 , I 9 I 7 . Thie 
appearanca before the Ccmlttee vaa subsequently eaneelled; Severer, It haa been 
indicated that Haler *111 be requested to appear before the Ccnlttee on 
September 23, 19*7. According to the reoords of the State Department, Sana 
Haler, on Jane 19 , 19 ^ 7 ; made application for an exit permit in order to proceed 
to Parle, Trance. On thie application Haler Hated ae referancae Clifford Odeta, 
prerioualy Identified in thie memoranda*, and Salta Yiartel, mho haa been act ire 
In the Tree German Boremant and baa aaeoelated with many knovn Caaonmlet aympathirori 
including Char lei Chaplin, Bertolt Breoht, Clifford Odeta, and other* . 

The Washington Tlmea-lerald for July 10, 19^7, in an article, atated 
that Bath fiseher, the a later of Sana Xlaler, haa Indicated that ahe belieraa 
Haler haa skipped the country and gone to Haxloo. Other newspaper atorlea 
indicated that Xlslar had prerioualy adrlsed that he would appear aa a wltneee 
at Gerhart Haler 'a trial an ohargaa of paaaport fraud. On July 11, 19^7, Sana 
Slalar waa aerred with a Congreaaional subpoena to appear before the Qn-Amerloan 
Act It it lee Committee on September * 3 , 19 * 7 . 
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Dll* oo top, 

- fftia^StSUE 

• ' .,-r ^ •' 4" - ‘ v.' orfews|^rr~ . 

Banc Osier, the brother of Cvittrt Osier* U presently wir subpoena 
to appear before the Beuso of Bspresentativv* tMaorioan Aotlriiiss gosmttes 
for testing on September 25, 1047* Elder, during the pact several days, has 
been in Ifsahingtcn, D* C., and beatified ac a do fans* witness la tho passport 
fraud trial of Ms brothsr, C^rharo^gcloy , V-.l 

1 bate reoclWd definite Information fn* a highly Confidential source 
that Hans Eldar la ooApidcrinf a trip to Faria, Franco* to d irect a picture* 

Eldar* a attorney, Jorager, la In the office of tfiffl Stloasl Lawy ers 
_Jtoild* hca boon in touch with Elal*r ©onoeraing this latter and has advised 
£i*l«r that th« Song?*# dossil subpoena w*s not stop h£a frem. leaving 4hS 
felted States but only rofluim bin to appear bo fort th* Cccnitteo, Fbrer 
contends that Elder doo* no t need an exit poralt as be is an Austrian eltlsan* 

Ba further contends that Elder does not need to apply to the State Departuwnfc 
and that Elder could, througi Bis Austrian Location* obtain an Austrian pass* 
port and the necessary visa would be his only other re^ulreomt* Furor also 
oon&end* that Lis lor does not In roalLty need that passport and that Hilar could 
leave the Halted States on an affidavit of identification. Fbrer be* definitely 
stated that be t’**i£ ht Elder would go to Paris, France, as be bat a contract end 
Med* to ads a living «4 that EUXer could be bscv w hBton&ap IAN- ^ 

It has also Wen asoerbalaed that VUrer believes there Is no disagreement 
betnoec Klalor and the State Department about leaving* Fbrer also has stated 
that tho ruling that a person under subpoena oanoot leave the country applies 
only In original oases and does not apply to a Caqgresslooal subpoena^ u 

The date of Elsl«r*s Intended departure for FTaao# or the aeons ehloh 
be will use to talcs tbs trip have not boon ascertained* g u ^ \ 

X tbou^it you would be interested In the above in ferae tloq, and X will, ‘ 
of course, furnish you with additional details concerning this setter ebon they 
are received* - ^ -i Ny, \ 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Office 

Memorandum 

TO : 

D. ¥. LADD^P^f"^^ /- 

H. B. FLETCHER 

d> ^ 

FROM. : 

SUBJECT: 

HANS EISLER 


At 5.*30 p.m., August 19. 


DATE: August 20, 1947 


r 7 JII 

Efk 4 * 


> Department* 

called and stated that' the'state Department had received a wire from HansJ^sf 

(T- Eh 


Eisler from the Pacific Palisades, Los Angeles, California, which apj 
ently related to his application for an exit permit. Mr. Yihearty st 
that he would probably receive more information concerning the exlsy, 
application for an exit permit. He stated that his call was merely to furnish 
this information and no action was being requested. 


ACTION: 




A teletype is attached to the Los Angeles Office, advising them of 
the apparent presence of Eisler in their area* having in mind that on August 
19, 1947, the Los Angeles Office was instructed to begin a spot surveillance 
for the purpose of advising the Bureau concerning the whereabouts of Eisler. 
The Liaison Section has been instructed to determine the status of Eisler' s 



[Mnnnp 




AW3CST 19. 19*7 - BROTH? 


6AC LOS AMBLES 
KEW TOOT 


g> TT^nFMlW 

EAJrs’riSUE, WAS, IS BASH B. SUBJECT BCEHTLY CQBTACTBD US A3TCOTEY IB 


WASHIFCTOH RBOARDUKJ TRIP H D9Q30AXK P lffOT g TO PARIS, IRARCB. HOTLY 


SOURCE ADVISES A3T0KSEY IgP OT H EP AROHDBI UDIHICAL THAT H8LER WOULD TODOUBHEBLl 



GO TO PARIS IB BOflOUmt PUTUKI BUT DID BUT WOW TBS TIMS KB BEAKS ffit WOULD B8B| 
BISUERS ATTCBKET BA S URDOUBTKDLT HPQRMED EISLKB THAT PREflWT CtOOTESSIOEAL $' | 
SQB70KXA FOB SE PT EMBER TWO THRXX IS BOT SUmCIXBT TO POT T ER Y BISLXR8 LEATTJ8 
COUNTRY. IBS BAS PLACBD STOPS WITH ALL DMKBATICH OW1CERS BUT SOOT STOPS DO 
BOT COVER ZHTRABCSS IRTO CABALA. LOS ARQELES IS BWJJESTKD TO 3AJK8LD LATELY i 
PRESEXT WHEREABOUTS OT BAMS XI6LEB AJTD XXSUCB SHOULD IS DSBDIATELY PLACED 
SPOT SURVEIUJUrCE IB ORDER THAT BUREAU WILL BE AWARE OP EISLERS Iffl M BED 
mr ARTUR* IRON US. EOT YCOT AID WASHTHOTOX SHOULD SfCDIAXELT EKTE RMI HE IP 

" ' ' ‘ ^ ^ ' -dfy 

BISLER POTSEHTLT LOCATED TCUB DISTRICT AHD lBSTlWtf UOCDIAM SUKVEILLABCE.g^ 



LOS AKSELES OJ7IC1 OP CSRICUH AMD AS WELL AS BUREAU SHOULD BE ADVISED BT 


APITLTAPT Q77ICZS WHU EISLES LOCATED. ALL OPPICES REQUESTED TO ADVISE BUERAD 


■N* 


ZMEDIATXLX IP XISUBt ATTEMPTS TO LEAVE. SOWETO IP YD* Of ESSEBCE ADVISE : 


•Km 


cuss; 

OTASOR-PCIM^ 
DATE^P^'IW*. 

rami flu mu or iNvisTi^tuT ‘ 

trfiet. „.fe*<wmgwii Twr 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 




FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


D. M. IADD 

E. G. FH 


& 


/-A 


DATE: August 20, 1947 


JOHANNE S BISTER 
INTERNAL SECUHITI - C 



In connection with t he request of Mr. Fletcher concerning the 
above subject, of State Department informed Mr. Roach 

on August 18, l^ZTT^Sa^Eisier's personal attorney is attempting to get 
Eisler cut of the country. He, the Attorney, has inquired of the State 
Department concerning an ex^^y^it for his client. Althou^i not informed 
by the State Department, ad vi sed that Eisler could leave the 



country via the Canadian or Mexican borders without having to gst an exit permi- 
but it would be recessary to have such a permit if he left from either the Tfest 
or East coast. The State Department at the request of the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, has placed appropriate stops with Immigration and Natuxaliz^ 
ation authorities on all ports on the East and West coasts. ^ 


& 


Die above information is submitted as a matter of information and 
stated that the Bureau would be lept advised of any further developments' 
is matter. 


RECOMMENDATION 


BBOOP.DK j IS. 'i. 2P ^ ~ ^ 

EX-56 v s* x 


It is suggested this memorandum be referred to35ie ^jlj^^a^iecurity 
ion for its information, 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


D. H. Ladd 


DAT*: August 21, 1947^7 


SUBJECT: HANS SISLER _ 

INTERNAL $ECURI TT- C 


to the request of Hr# H« B* Fletcher this morning, 
the state Department was requested to furnish information 
a^^^isler’s present address and date of his last contact with the >° w 

State Department in connection with his efforts to secure an exit pern&t* T 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST I GAT 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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TO: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. SAC, lot Aagftlw 

tmtmtihe following messSgSUf : AUOUST 21, 1S47 

BUS DSL®, INTERNAL SBCURITT - 1. SUBJECT'S WIRE TO STATE DEPARTMENT 
DATED AUGUST FOURTEEN NINETEEN FCRTT-SEYKS ABO WAS HEADED QB0TI 
TDS2 PACIFIC PALISADES, CALIFORNIA^ UNQUOT1. SO OTHER RETURN ADDRESS 
INDICATED. SEW TORE Of 7 ICE HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO CHECK AIRPLANE ‘ 
RESERVATIONS FOB EUROPE TO DETffiMlJtt IF PRESENT ADCRESS OF SUBJECT 
CAN BE ASCERTAINED. 
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Office Memorandum 


FROM : ua. D. L'. LADD 

SUBJECT: KA.TS^EISLER 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


EXCEPT WHERE SU0®Sv J] v - £ 
OTHERWISE 


iou wi±x recaxx inai nans £asxer, une orouner 01 irernarty nisxerjj.; 
is presently under subpoena to appear before the House of Representative’ $Ii, 
■^'un-American Activities Committee for testimony on 9/2 3 A? . Eisler, dur- £« a>i>i 

ing the past few days, has been in Washington, D. C. and testified as a !!^ : 

defense witness at the passport fraud trial of his brother, Gerhard Eisler. 

Information has previously been received by the Bureau that Bans 
Eisler is desirops of going to Paris, France in order to direct the picture ' 
/^Alice in Wonderland” and it was because of Eisler’ s iefforts to obtain an exit 


Also, the Immigration and Naturalization 
ervice has similarly been requested by the Thomas Committee to deny Eisler 
a reentry permit for subsequent entry into the United States. £ ^ 




tained on ' 

convei'satiorTTy^^^^l^^^^^^^H^^HHK - ' p hieh it is believe 
pertinent interest to Fepresentative Thomas of the House of Representatives 
un-American Activities Committee. This conversation occurred at 5*12 p 


fcHKStilJ 




MESOrAIEUlf POP. THE DIRECTOR 




affidavit of identification. then inquire^as to how Eisler was 
planning to go or if he was plSinin^T^go at all. ^flH|£tated that he 
thought Eisler was going as he had a contract and wrot^To make a living 
and could be back b^^eu^mber 23, but he stated that he did not know how 
Eisler would go. ^HI^B^aske^^^isler was in disagreement with the 
State Department aboutleavfrig. n that he had spoken 

to them and there was no difficulty^^^^^^M^ptold him that she under- 
stood from at the State Dept, th^^^person under a subpoena could f 

not leave, ^^^psald that that someone at the State Department was all "wet’," 
as that held only in criminal cases. Ke added that the State Department 
no business "butting in M so far as their own regulations are concerned. 
told her to get then to read her the regulation th^jiext time. She then 
wanted to know about the Congressional subpoena. flBVstated that 
not a criminal case. She stated sometimes she woncfe^cT about that. 
said, "yes, the way some committees ran their hearings it might be." The 
conversation was then concluded. ^ ^ 



ACTION ; In view of the definite Indication from this conversation that Eisler 
will" leave the D. S. for Paris, France probably without the permission of the 
State Department, it is suggested that consideration be given to orally furnishing 
the above information in a paraphrased form to Rep, Thomas of the house pi. 


Representative’s un-American Activities Committee 
this information might be similarly furnish ed to ' 
Department, jj£ 


krthe r suggested that 
f of the State 
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APPROPRIATE AGENCIES 
AND FIELD 0 “DICES 
AD7TT”' 7 ITIKG 
SLIP(SJ Oil 


Dktti August 14, 1MT 


TOt 




O 


DATE_ 

iir. Jack d. Seel 
Chlof 

Division of Foreign Aotirlty Correlation 
State Departaent 
616 12nd Street, V. S.. toot* 300. 
Uashlngtan, B. C« 


.1 

& 




,oto , cd ^ ■r ,r • “ r ~ ,or ' d 

SAKS SJSLES 


/CO 


Subject. 

■/?£'c2^o~S'7 


HEREIN 1S:liNCLASSIFIED ,/ ‘ 

J/yOA^J^ uJa) 


Hans Eleler, the brother of Gerhart Sltl<»r, is presently under subpoena 

* ■ i Actlvit lei ' ‘ 


to appear before the Bouse of fiepreeentatlves Bn-Ar»rloan Activities Coctaittee 
for toatlnony on September 13, 1S47. Biaier, during the past several day*. has 
been in rashln^ton, D. C,, and testified u a defense witness In the passport 
fraud trial of his brother, Gerhart Elaler. 


I have received definite Info mat Ion frocn a highly confidential aouroe 
that Bans Els lor la eontiderlng a trip to Parle, Trance, to direct a picture. A/ 

Eisler*e attorney, Joe Forer, who le In the office of the Rational Lawyers ^ 

Guild, has been In touch with Klsler oonoeming this natter and has advised • 
Slsler that the Congressional subpoena does not stop hi» front leaving the 
Ur i ted fiat** but only requirM hi* to appear before the Comiuttee. Fsrif 
eon ton cis that Klsler does not need an exit pemlt aa he la an Austrian dtlsen. 

Be further contends that Klsler does not need to apply to the State Dopcrtraont 
and that Klsler could, through the Austrian Legation, obtain an Austrian pass* 
port and the necessary Fisa would be his only other repair caont, Forer also 
•ontends that Klsler does not In reality need that passport and that Eislor oould 
leave the United States on an affidavit of Identification. Forer has definitely 
stated that he thought Elder would go to Faria, France, as he baa a oontraot and 
needs to Bake a living and that Klsler could be back by Septedber 23rd, 


It has also been ascertained that Forer believes there la no dltagresnent 
between Klsler and the State Departmnt about leaving. Forer alto baa stated 
that the ruling that a person under subpoena cannot leave the country applies 
only in original eases and does not apply to a Congressional subpoena. 


Mr. olB g 


of El tie r* a intended departure for Franca or the means sfcleh 
not been ascertained, 




i _ _ ^ 

of oourao^J furnisiT 

4® i a WM&W' P.M. 

*tet*f* a ^sr«ejuM» 


interested in the above Infonaatlon, and I will# 
fth additional details concerning this natter when 


HACJt 


taocngSr 





UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Office Memorandum 



DATE: August 


TO s lUr, D. M. LADD 
FROM : H. B. FLKTGtJ 

SUBJECT: HAN?' EISLER 


At 5:10 p.m. , August 18,' 1947, Mr* Ray TVhearty of the Department!?:,, 
called with reference to Hans Eisler, making reference to our memorandum - 1,; 
of August 14, 1947, in whioh we advised the Department that we had re- 
ceived information to the effect that Hans Eisler was considering a trip 
to Paris, Prance, and had consulted his attorney to determine whether or 
not he would be violating the law if he went to Prance, having in mind 
that he was under subpoena to appear before the Un-American Activities 
Committee on Septembers. 1947. Mr. Yihearty advised that he had checked 
with Immigration and determined that as of August 5, 1D47, the stops which 
had teen requested by the Department have been placed now with all Immi- 
gration offices, that these stops, hov/ever, do not cover the entrances 
into Canada, and it would be possible for Eisler to get into Canada and 
then get out to Europe. Kr. TShearty wanted to know what we thought about 
the surveillance of Eisler. 

At 5:40 p.m., August 18, 1947, I again talked to Ur. Yihearty 
and told him I would take this natter up with you. He said he was looking 
up the law to see whether or not at this time it would be illegal for Hans 
Eisler as an Austrian citizen to leave the United States without permission. 
He was also considering having the House prepare another subpoena requiring 
the appearance of Eisler within a couple of days and thereafter continue him 
on a day to day basis on this subpoena until September 23. 




recorded 


-- l; 




In accord with my discussion of this matter y&uj talked 

to Ur. hhearty at 9:00 a.m. today, August 19, 1947, and advised him that \ 

we did not have facilities to handle this matter so' far as surveillance // j ./ 

was concerned, particularly having in mind that if he would go into Canada 
there was nothing we could do about it, or even if he got on a boat or 
airplane for Europe within the united S'tates there was nothing we could do 
about it. I also informed Ur, Vlhearty that we did plan to spotcheck Eisler 
so that if he disappeared we would be aware of that fact, and in the event we 
did secure such information he would be promptly advised. It is noted that Mr. 
flhearty indicates that there will be a possible violation of Title 22, Section 
225, U. S. Code, if Eisler were to attempt to depart from the United States. 

HBFjcmw ur. whearty explained that this Section states that anyone who 

violates any regulation or attempts to with reference to leaving 
the United States is suDject to certain penalties. This Section would be 
applicable to Eisler, an alien, and under the regulations he is presently re- 
quired to have an Exit Permit or a Border-Crossing Pennit.^ ^HBFimjj) 

Formation contained 
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PEftSeNMHB© COKF 


MB-ftaABDCM FCR THE ATT CREST GENERAL 

Fst Hans Eisler •> 


I h connection with the Bureau 1 a Investigation of Soviet 
espionage activities, It la requested that authorisation be granted 
far the installation of a technical surveillance on Bans Eisler at 
23868 Vest Pacific Coast Highway, Pacific Palisades, California, 
telephone Kallbu 8262* 

Ton will recall that Hans Eisler is the brother tt 
GorhardtpSislcr vtoo was recently convicted in District Court of e 
passport fraud violation. Bans Eisler is under subpoem at the 
present tins to appear before the Bouse of Representatives Coonittee 
on CnWinerlcan Activities on Septeaber 23. I9u7» Information has 
been received, as you have been advised, that Eisler way possibly at* 
tenpfc to go to Paris, France, prior to this teaticony. 
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John Edgar Hoover 
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WASH 5 FROM LOSA 20 


' 2-^7PM : 


URGENT 


I RECTOR AND SAC S WASHINGTON FIELD 

$ 

HANS E1SLER, IS R. ON AUG FIVE SUBJECT WIRED LOUBONIN, THIRTY 



TWO RUE WASHINGTON, PARIS, THAT HE WOULD LEAVE FOR PARIS ON 

TWENTY FIVE TO START MUSIC FOR PLAY OR MOVIE AND REQUESTED 

TRAPSL EXPENSES AND^RPLANE TICKETS. SUBJECT AND WIFE NOT 

SEEN IN VICINITY OF HOME FOR AT LEAST TWO WEEKS. WASHINGTON 

FIELD REQUESTED TO OBTAIN DATE OF SUBJECTS WIRE TO STATE DEPT. 

AND ANY RETURN ADDRESS GIVEN. J/? — 0 < ^ 

COPIES if<L*i I //vs) - Vi h AgJjZ/ — w / 
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y Si RECTOR SAC NEW YORK UR&e^T 

HAN g EISLER, IS-R. SUBJ. LOCATED MALIBU, CALIF., THIS DATE. 


AUGUST TWFNTV.MINP DrcCDi/ATinim 


r #*n i o, TKAIlUt, rUK 
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trpjjxr 


EISLER AND WIFE, CANCELLED BY LOU BUNIN PRODUCTIONS, HOLLYWOOD, 

CALIF. BERNARD>^KADRON, LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE OF BUNIN PRODUC 
TIONS, PRESENTLY IN PARIS. 

r INFORMANTS REPORT SKADRON HAS SENT OVER 
THIRTY CP MEMBERS AND SYI^ATHI 2ERS TO PARIS FOR BUNIN PRODUCTIONS 
IN PAST MONTH. STOPS PLACED WITH TWA, EISLER* BANK, AND 
WESTERN UNION FOR EI3LER*3 DEPARTURE. INFORMANTS STATE EISLER 
NOW INTENDS TO GO TO EUROPE IN LATE SEPTEMBER OR OCTOBER AFTER g ^ J 
TRIP TO WASHINGTON TO TESTIFY BEFORE HOUSE UNAMERICAN AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE. (SPOT SURVEILLANCE WILL BE CONTINUED^) 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



Office Memorandum 

r^{ 

TO : D. U. LADD yjl 


DATB: August 22, 1947 


HANS EISLER 


At 10:00 a.m#, today, I advised Mr* Ray Whearty of the Depart- gj 
merit thgt the subject had been located at Malibu, California and that 
his reservations on TWA for August 29 to Paris, France, for himself a/td KjJt 1 
his wife have been cancelled, and that informants had stated that he vL/Vr 
intended now to go to Europe in late September or October, after his tfijV*^ 
to Washington to testify before the House Un-American Affairs Committee# Q, 
I also informed Mr. Whearty that a spot surveillance on this person would 

ho m34 ntn1_naH. 
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/ Mr. Ne»»« 


DIRECTOR, FBI URGENT.' , 

AT TENTIO N: SECURITY DIVISION, hans^'isler; IS-R. (JH 

REQUESTING SURVEILLANCE E SSENTIAL TO INSURE COW 

I'lHHIIi 1 1 iMiMMMi i him Immediately*)?.^ 
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Office Memorandum 


D. K, LAD 




ROM : K. B, FLET< 

UBJECT: HANjFeISLER 

INTERNAL SECURITY - R 

With reference to the attached teletype from the Los Angeles 
Office advising that on August 5 the subject had wired to Paris indica- 
ting he would leave for Paris on August 25, 1947 araj requesting travel 
expenses and airplane tickets, this is to record that a telephone call w; 
placed to Mr. Tcuhy of New York at 300 p.m., August 21, 1947 and he wa 4 W ~A 
requested to make a check at La Guardia Airport to determine whether or not'- 
Eisler was booked for airplane passage to Europe on August 25. The Liaison 
Section checked with the State Department again to determine if they had any ; 
recent address for Eisler and information was obtained to the effect that '$* 
the State Department on August 14, 1947 received a telegram from subject y 
headed ^(TUSft Pacific Palisades, C alifornia." /A 

At about 4*15 p.m, Mr. Ray Whearty of the Department was furnished 
the information contained in the Los Angeles teletype and he indicated that, 
because of the Attorney General's interest in this case, it would receive 
immediate attention and the Department would make a decision as to what action, 
if ahy, should be taken. 0 t 

6. 1 

it is also reported that a telephone call was placed to Mr. Kennrich 
of the Washington Field Office advising him that the Security Division was 
making the necessary contact with the *tate Department and it would be unneces- 
sary for the WFO to make the contact as requested in the Los Angeles teletype. 


There is attached a teletype to the Los Angeles Office forwarding 
them the information requested by their teletype. 
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* OH*' EDGAR HOOVER 
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Federal Bureau o! Inuratigntfan 
Knifed States department of Suatfce 

HJaatfington, B. €. r cont?«w^ 

August 26, '19li7 


HmsoiiAL amd s onf: 


MEMORANDUM FCR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 


Re : Hans^ Bisler 


In connection with the Bureau’s Investigation of Soviet 
espionage activities, it is requested that authorization be granted 
for the installation of a technical surveillance on Hans Eisler at 
23868 West Pacific Coast Highway, Pacific Palisades, California, 
telephone Malibu 8262* ^ (4 

Tou will recall that Hans Eisler is the brother of 
Gerhardt^Elsler who was recently convicted in District Court of a 
passport fraud violation. Hans Eisler is under subpoena at the 
present time to appear before the House of Representatives Committee 
on Un-American Activities on September 23, I9li7* Information has 
been received, as you have been advised, that Eisler may possibly at- 
tempt to go to Paris, France, prior to this testimony. 



j# 


BEEP IN F. B. L FILES 




Respectfully, 

ADVISED EY ROUTING \ 
SLIP(S) O F ^/> f ^ 
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J. P. COY133 x 

HANS EISLHR 
INTERNAL SECURITY ■ 


'CON^OENTIAl; 


DATE: September 4, 

(■ Hi 

'AIL INFORMATION ffON! 
herein IS UNCLASSIFl 
EXCEPT WHIM SHOWN 
OTHERWISE ^ .j 



The Los Angeles Field Division.^ by teletype dated September 2, 

1947, has advised that the technical surveillance approved on the 
subject will oost approximately $350. 00 for installation due to 
lack of existing facilities. Monthly service charge in addition 
will be approximately $160.00. The Los Angeles Office has further 
advised that they have developed an informant coverage in the locality 
of the subjeot and that a physical surveillance 4s contemplated to ' 

determine the subject's departure. t 

You will recall that Hans Eisler has indicated that he 
would possibly depart from the United States for Paris, France. However, 
he is presently under subpoena by the House of Representatives Un-American 
Activities Committee for appearance in Washington, D. C. , on September 23, 
1947. Recent information has indicated that Eisler has cancelled his 
departure plans and cancelled his reservations for travel to Prance. The 
possibility does exist that he may attempt to leave the United States. 

The Imnigration and Naturalization Service and the State Department, as 
well as the Attorney General and the Un-American Activities Committee, 
have all been made aware by the Bureau of Eisler* s plans and stops have 
been placed at all border stations, it being noted that the stops are not 
effective at the Canadian border. The Department has previously been 
advised that the Bureau will keep aware of Eisler* s activities through 
spot surveillances j however, it is not believed that the expenses involved 
in the installation of this technical surveillance are warranted.^ ^ 

ACTION 

If you approve, the attached teletype to the Los Angeles Field 
Division will he sent, which t eletype In strap t a. I^_£tigele s not. to^ake„the, 
technical surveillanc e but to assure coverage, of Eisler* s activities t hrough^ 
informants and physical surveillance. ^ 


DECLASSIFIED 

GSJL zl£z3± — 


CLASH. & EXT 

Reason-fcim 

DATE 0£ BEVi; 


\'7rmdc*& 

OADfe 

.beoosum© 




EX-55 „ 

‘7 7*0 


I tetezfistto 

FBI 
34 Su 6 1947 > 


6^ 


'AL BUREAU OjF INVESTIGATION 

STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU ’ URGENT 



ALL INFORMATION COM All**® 

HESS IS IS UNCLASSIFIED / 
SXCEPT WHERE SHOWS r 
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F.B.I. TELETYPE 


AIVIF7;' l j'lUIING 4 ^ 

'SLIP t S 

KTE_i^ WoattJZS 1=5 


Mr. H»rbo_ 
Mr. Hendon 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


SECURITY DIVISION 




HANS tlSLER; IS - R. (■■■■■iB GRANTING AUTHORITY FOR 
TECHNICAL SURVEILLANCE OF ABOVE SUBJtCT. INSTALLATION COSTS 
WILL BE APPROXIMATELY THREE HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS DUE TO LACK 
OF EXISTING FACILITIES. MONTHLY SERVICE CHARGED APPROXIMATELY 
ONE HUNDRED SIXTY DOLLARS. INFORMANTS COVERAGE DEVELOPED IN 
LOCALITY ANU PHYSICAL SURVEILLANCE CONTEMPLATED TO DETERMINE 
SUBJECTS DEPARTURE. SUTEL DESIRABILITY OF COMPLETING INSTALL- 
ATION IF IMPORTANCE OF CASE WARRANTS EXPEND I TURE.^K. UL 

ufTwt-z ; c - 7 *-’cij 
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DECLASSIFY ON: 0AD * , , , 
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/ HEASON-FCIii II , 1-2.4 A' 3, , \ , f 

-,4 DATE OF REVIEW 
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July 11, 1947 


JOHANNES EISLER. with aliases 
Hans Elsie r, Haims Elsie r. Harry Eisner 
INT ERN AL SECURITY - It > 

_ 7-/6-PV 


Origin 


' ; i‘. . >; . 


■CLAsflF^D BY: <P.7 /h^/sW* ) 
DECLASSIFY OttT OADA 


Johannes Eisler was born July 6, 1898, at Leipzig, Germany. He 
is the son of Rudolf Elsler and Marie Ida Eisler, nee Fischer. He la the 
brother of Gerhart Elsler and Ruth Fischer, both of whom hare figured prom- 
inently In recent disclosures by the un-American Activities Committee of tjhe 
House of Representatives . :V. - ?! ; ■■ ;r/ .) -r 


Re cording to a confidential source having access to the personal 
►f Hans 1 


effects of Tians Elsler on May SO and August 13, 1945, it was ascertained that 
Elsler had in Ms possession a rough draft typewritten document “Life History* 1 / ( 


which states that Hans Eislar graduated from high school and spent three years 
in the military service. He studied music in college and university and while 
a student held the position of teacher at Vienna People*# High School and the 
Laborers* University. In 1924 he obtained a prise for music given by the City 
of Vienna, which was the highest honor a composer could attain. He moved to 
Berlin, Germany, at the end of 1924. where he became a teacher In the Workers* 
University. He immigrated to the United States in 1933 and In 1935 became a 
professor of music at the New School for Social Research In New York City.g*/ 

{100-19522*j4^. rea j Biography - 1942** contains a biography of Hans Eisler 
which lists Ms address as c/o New School for Social Research, 66 West 12th 
Street, New York City. This biography contains the following pertinent infor- 
mation other than that set out above: Eisler served on the Italian front during 
As First World War (1918) and upon his discharge from the army studied 
composition with the prominent modern composer Arnold Schoenberg at the 
Academy of Music in Vienna. Eisler's recognition throughout Europe and to 
some extent in the United States was brought about by his musical compositions, 
as well as his work on German film scores. All of Eisler's work in music was 
banned when Hitler came into power la 1933. He composed the musical score 
for the Him “Song of Heroes** U 1932. This was a Him on life in the Soviet Union. 
Eisler escaped from Germany in 1933 and thereafter worked la Paris, the united 
States and England. This article states that in Fabruary^l940, the Rockefeller 
Foundation allocated #20,900 to the New sA^ for Social Research for research 
and study of music and films and the ichotl la turn commissioned Eisler to 
work on musical scores for the New York Philharmonic. In May, 1942, the New 
School for Social Research granted Eisler a leave of absence to continue his 
work on the Rockefeller project In Hollywood./*/ i I 

[ 'T 
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iCONFIDENTIAC 


According to the iborc biography, os well os through the result of 
ftnvestigetioa, it bos boos determined tbot Eisler married Louise Aus Gos- 
sotMjri, bora March 4. 1904, ot V ienna , Austria. They were morriod la 
Caechoslovakia «a December 7, 1937. Elsie r bod bee* irnkwlf married mod 
diroreed. but tbe Identity of Us first wife is uakaowa^^00-j95220-l6) 

Re suite of Bureau's Investigatiou Re Elsler'i 

Bsctgressd sad ^"tsaUt .AfSlk^sa 


g 
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tu tbe early 1930's Haas Elsie r collaborated with Bertolt Brecht, a 
Germ a* revolutionary writer preseatly La the United States who is closely 
associated with Haas Eisler st this time. They produced a play antitied "Die 
Metsnahme" (The Disciplinary Measure). This play baa appeared in print In 
both Germany and Caechoslovmkia. Tbe complete play is in tbe possession of 
tbe Bureau and has been translated, and it is noted tbe authors call it as 
educational play, ft duals with the work of four Communist ae it* tors who go 
from Moscow to Mukden, Mancharia, to spread propaganda and support the 
Chinese Communists among the industries of Mukden. The action of the play 
takes place before tbe "Control Committee** when tbe four agitators return 
to give an account of their work and especially account for the fact that they 
bad been forced to kill a young Communist comrade whose intentions were good 
but whose death was deemed e necessity by the four agitators since his activity 
threatened to endanger the Communist movement among the Chinese (ibid ser.J!^ 

A letter dated May U, 1930, at Berlin, Germany, is published along 
with the foregoing play and the letter is signed by both Brecht and Eisler. The 
authors defend their play, object to its censorship and suggest that the play be 
presented by those for whom it was intended, that is, workers, choruses, groups 
of amateur players and school choruses, This play is clearly of a Communist 
propaganda nature. (ibid Eerial z) J frJC 

is confidential 

informant, advised on Marcs 13 , WJ, fhkt Bert Brecht and Hans Eisler were ” 
co-authors of a march known as the "Song of Solidarity" (SolidarietaeU-Lied) , 
which was written In shout 1931. According to this source, the march was 
adopted with the permission of Brecht and Eisler ss the song of the Communist 
Tooth Org anisation in Germany prior to Hitler*# rise ts power^i^^* e T . z p .s) 

The February U, K935. Issue of tbe Dotty Worker, page 4, contains an 
article which describes Eisler as "the brilliant revolutionary composer of 
'Comintern,* 'Rote Front,* 'Kuhiewampe,* 'Parade of the Cotton Pickers* and 
‘Song of tbe Coal Miners * Though not yet 37, this militant worker composer 
has been associated with the workers* movements in Germany for the last 




seventeen year*. Through the rising of Fascism in Germany he was In the 
forefront of the workers resistance to Hitler. Song after song came from this 
tireless and prolific composer, songs that now help the masses In militant 
demonstrations.... Is addressing the delegates of the German singing societies, 
the Pierre De Gey ter group, the Artist Union, the anti- Nasi Federation, the 
Workers Dance League, the Workers Music League, International Workers 
Order and others, Hans Elsler stated that In the American workers" use of 
revolutionary music, unity is achieved not only by the American workers of all 
nationalities but among all workers throughout the world.'* The article also 
referred to a concert on March 2, 1935, to be held In New York Cl ty, which . 
would be one of a national tour. Including Pittsburgh. Philadelphia, Chicago, {A 

Boston, St. Louis, San Francisco, and other cities in which Elsler would appear^V 


Also in the February IB, 1935, issue of the Daily Worker, on page 7, 
Elsler la described in another article written by Sergi Re dam sky in the 
following manner: ‘ 


"Ksnns Elsler, the famous revolutionary German refugee composer, 
arrived In this country a few days ago. Every effort has been made by the 
Hitler government to ferret out all of Osier's music and to destroy his 
influence with the worker. To own one of his records in Germany is 
punishable by imprisonment, nevertheless, thousands upon thousands of 
records of Elsie r'a revolutionary mass songs are still played in Nazi 
Germany and his popularity is as high as ever there. The spreading of 
revolutionary music among the German workers was not an accident nor 
was it easily accomplished. The Communist Party in Germany had to 
fight the old beer garden atmosphere and nationalistic ditties of the mid- y 
die class which had found their way into the masses. En this cultural 
and music development, the German workers were led by Hanns Elsler. 

The class struggle In Germany, strikes, barricades, first of May cele* 
b rations and other demonstrations are bound up with his name. Elsler 
is a pupil of Schoenberg. Only when Elsler came into the struggle of the 
working class did he find hfts medium and with it grew bis power of 
composing music which expressed not only the Ufe and battles of the 


German worker^ but of the working dais of the entire world. 


"Elsler has taken an active part in the struggle of the working class 
of Germany. That Is why his songs find instant responses from the masses. 
The workers and peasants of tha Soviet Union were ^ulck to appreciate 
this and Us 'On Guard,* ‘Comintern* and others are tremendously popular. 
The revolutionary movement under ft* leadership of the Communist Party 
has brought to its rank many musicians whose activities are of great help 
to the class struggle. Elsler is one of the leading spirlta in music for the 
worker and outstanding as a musician, a comrade and always on the guttle 
line with the rank and Ole."* (ioo-195220-3) 



According to ,the records of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, Eialer first entered the United States on February 13* 1935, at New 
Tork City. He left May 4, 1935, and again entered October 4, 1935, at New 
Tork City. He departed from the United States in December, 1935. Regard- 
ing his first trip to the United States, it is noted that according to the highly 
confidential source having access to Filler's personal effects on May 50 
and August 13, 1945, at Eos Angeles, California, Fitter la mentioned in a 
Russian language article which appeared July 20, 1935, in the issue “Soviet 
Art** published la the Soviet Union. The erticle quotes Elsie r at length aad 
ie prefaced by a remark that Elsler*s drat words to the Interviewer upon 
arrival in Moecow were his impressions of the “new face of Moscow** and 
especially of the difference between It and what ha saw in the capitalistic 
countries. Eisler is then quoted as saying be made a picture In London Kjt;. 
entitled “Abdul the Damned,** which was based on the Turkish Revolution of 
1908. He states that this picture included such contemporary episodes as the 
anti-Soviet burning of union homes, the punishment of revolutionists, the under- 
ground work of the Communist Psrty, etc. He stated that the film was produced 
through the efforts of political immigrants from Fascist Germany. Eisler also 
related that while in London he, together with Bertolt Brecht, wrote “Song of 
the United Front,** which be stated be later discovered to be the favorite song 
of the “American proletariat.** The article then describes E!tler*s concepts 
on bis trip to North America and he states that his purpose was to "actively 
support the anti-FaacUt federation in the United States.** He stated that there 
is a strong sympathy in the United States toward the Soviet Union and that a 
person returning from the Soviet became the delegate for many requests “to 
accurately portray life in a country of conservative socialism.** Eisler then 
refers to bis most dramatic moment on the trip, which be says was bis visit 
**to the unjustly suffering revolutionary, 18 years imprisoned in an American 
prison, Tom Mooney.** He states that he was permitted a abort ten-minute 
interview with the “prisoner of capitalism, ** but that this was insufficient for 
him to tell Mooney what he wanted to know most of alL namely "the new life 
of the proletariat of l/6 of the entire globe.*)^,, pWjjjU. ^ 


la the article Eisler comments that he had been invited aa a professor 
of music at the New Tork “New School for Social Sciences,** which be was glad 
to accept because it “will give me the opportunity to teach bow ranks of revo- 
lutionary composers.** Other articles regarding Eisler* s visit to the Soviet 
Union subsequent to his trip to the United States were noted among his effects. 
One dated July f$, 1935, appeared in the Moscow Dally News, to this article 
Eisler is quoted as saying he would return to America In toe tall, where he \ 
would teach at toe New School for Social Research In New Tork Cltr.^jb {^ du 
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This highly confidential source having access to Elsler** personal 
effects also made available an article in the Russian language which appeared 
the July 22, 1955, issue of “Pravda," which article was written by S. Tretya- 
v. The article is quoted in part as follows £ 

•Tor us, Elsie r -» Is first of all a song. The — ‘Red Wadding,* the 
« ‘Comintern.* With the songs of Elsler on their lips, the Foreign living 
proletariats fought in the barricades of Berlin and Vienna. With tha songs 
of Eislar they demonstrated In Zurich and Antwerp. With the songs of 
Elsler they stood la picket lines In Copenhagen sad Manchester, ; , ' 

•‘Elsler finished his education brilliantly^ Everything pushed th<$, 
composer towards an easy road of life. But he did not take It. Too dis- 
gusting to him was the bourgeois concert hall where, in a musical narcosis, 
the gourmands made their discoveries with relish. A feeling of anarchist 
protest awoke in the young composer. •• • ;~> v W; , 

“fa 1927 Elsler wholeheartedly entered the proletariat ‘agitpropgroup* 
(agitation propaganda group) movement and began work ns a political music 
journalist, ^ , *v , ■ ; . 

“‘Song of the Miner,* ‘Invalid's March,* ‘Song of Solidarity,* march 
‘Defend the Soviet Union, * ‘Song of the Unemployed,* this is only s small 
part of the great list of Elsler** political songs. Unfortunately, only a few 
of them are published by ns. * 

“With all of bis natural fighting temperament, Elsler tore Into the 
reform! Stic song group, forming a communistic wing. The battle was 
successful. St drew the aUeatioa of the entire musical world, gathered 
travelers, and cultivated such revolutionary musicians as Rankel, Fogle 
and Volpe. . . . . ^ > ; .. ' ,t . * v 

**At the same time, a strong tie was formed between Elsler and drama- 
turgist Bert Brecht. Together they worked out tbe theory of the ‘pedagogic* 
theater, wishing to make it especially active in the work of p©liticaJ agitation 
and propaganda. . - >•* V-i - •* V >;■' 

v-vi-.r*" • r f’.- - :;v 

' ** .Now he is writing a symphony dedicated to the prisoners of 

fascist concentration camps, based on the ‘Song of the Swamp Soldier* end 
composed hy the captives. •• V V ' 

“He has been with us before. He made notes on Kasak melodies on the 
steps by Mt. Magnltnoi where the Young Communists were building a blast 
furnace. It was about them he wrote the ‘Ural Young Communist.* 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

“He has traveled in Europe and In America. Everywhere his arri- 
val awakened the revolutionary movement of music and the choir. Elsie r" 
son^ i* the song of political warrior. New Tork University has Invited 
him to a professorship. . .... . .... . , ... , 


•( 


*> 


“Eisler can help many in the Soviet choral movement. Our nation 
needs songs and knows how to value a good one. This Is obvious In , 
Eisler*. ‘Comintern** deeply Imbedded in our golden song fund.** 

. ' • .<? ■ : '■ - >■ (100-195220-16 p. 9.10) 

ha brief article under the date of July Jt7» HSS, appearing in “Pravda* 
Eisler is mentioned as having arrived in Moscow and la described as a “repre- 
sentative of the Ihternstlo&al Union of the Revolutionary Theater.** Also* i. 
according to this confidential source. Eisler*s scrapbook contains an article 
which appeared in the “Evening Moscow** newspaper sometime during July. 

1939. This article reads in part as follows: “The name Eisler Is not vainly 
associated with ouch names as Frederick Wolf. Bert Brecht «4 Irvls Pi«V&to», 
These are the names of our foreign living comrades who have made their talents 
into a sharp weapon for Communists.** The article states that Eisler attended 
tiie International Musicians Olympiad as a representative of the international 
Union of tiie Revolutionary Theater and concerning this Eisler is quoted as 
follows in the article: “This celebration may boldly be called an expression of 
solidarity between the C techs and German labor living in Czechoslovakia. When 
the first column with Red banners waving appeared on the scene, eyes of the 
German workers filled with tears upon the sight of this anti-Fascist demonstrate 


Tha scrapbook also contains an article In the Russian language which 
appeared In the “Literary Gazette** in Moscow. Russia, dated July 30. 1935. It 
is set out In part as follows: ^ ^ ^ # 


“I found Rons Eisler at work. He was dictating an article for one 
of the Moscow newspapers. While waiting for my interview. I began to 
examine some hooks which were placed in a small group on a shelf. 
‘Companions Forever* — ‘Revolutionary Artists* — Marx— Engels— Lenin— 
and Stalin. My attention was drawn to the German translation of ‘Chapaov.* 


“‘Only recently have t “cracked** Purmanov** smilingly said Hans 
Eisler. *1 road “Chapaev** all the way from America to Europe. What 
strength! What bottomless, revolutionary passion and energy. 1 1 couldn’t 
tear myself away from this book. These are the talents which we revo- 
lutionary writers and artists of the west must have, la what is the up- 
lifting strength of such works as “Chapaev.** It is that In them Is revived 
not only the magnificent talents of the artists, but also the fiery Communis-^ 
tic ambition. Only that kind of unity can give creations of heroic strength.*** 


(100-195220-16 p.7-15 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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The Immigration aad Naturalisation Service files contain a letter dated 
October 6, 1935, from J. E. Wilkie, Secretary of the Arison* Peace Officers 
Association, written to Prances Perkins, Secretary of Labor, protesting to the 
Department of Labor the right of Hans Eisler to remain in the waited States 
and engage in a concert tour of this country. The letter states that ESsler had 
remained for many months In Moscow and had again reentered the United States 
M to aid his fellow Communists In arousing mass feelings. Eisler*s songs and 
compositions srs all of a revolutionary and propagsndical nature, being designed 
for the most part for workers* choruses and his activities In proceeding hither 
end yon about the United States to appear under Communist auspices are believed 
to be sufficiently detrimental to our already steadily menaced peace and tran* 
quiUty to warrant his expulsion from this country.”, ( 100 -i95220-3 p.3) 

tt is noted that this letter was written two days after Eisler*s second 
entry into the United States on October 4, 1935. at New Tork City. The Immi- 
gration records reflect that Elsie r stated on this second trip that he wsa destined 
to the “New Tork School for Social Research** and that he intended to remain 
in the United 5tates for e period of six months. Eisler actually left la December, 
W35. -';V' . : . ■ ■ 

A highly confidential source having access to Eisler *s personal effects 
on May 30 and August 13, 1945, at Los Angeles, California, made available from 
Elsler*s scrapbook an article contained in the November 22, 1935 issue of tbe 
Daily Worker. This article is a review of the play “Mother** written by Bert 
Brecht and baaed on Maxim Gorky** novel of revolutionary Russia. The article 
•tate. IW H.n. EUI«> wrou tb* m«.ic for ttU pJ*r-„f lb , d , erUl 15 p J5) , 

The Daily Worker for December 19, 1935, Contains an article entitled 
“Working Claes Song Records.** This article advisee that “working class and 
revolutionary songs were being recorded for distribution to the working class. 
Hans Eisler, the world's acknowledged master composer of workers* songs, 
garnered the finest of his melodies.** The article continues by stating that tbe 
song “Comintern** is undoubtedly one of Eisler*# most popular songs and **has 
been tong throughout the world for the past eight years and still stirs the crowds 
at outdoor demonstrations and political meeting s. ^Ar^/ibld 16 pJ6) 

■ ' ■ According to the source having access to Elster*s scrapbook, tt is 

noted that contained therein is a newspaper article dated January 17, 1936, In 
the English language. It is not Indicated where this article was published, hut 
it has been confirmed that it is from the Daily Worker. This article is entitled 
“Eisler's Songs Will Feature Lenin Meeting.*' The sub-title is “Browder, Ash- 
ford and Amter to Address Memorial.** The article states, “Well known songs 
by Hans Eisler, Internationally famous revolutionary composer, will feature a Jj 
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tie musical program to be played tad sung at the Lenin Memorial Meeting in 
Madison Square Garden, Monday, January 20 (1936).** This article states that 
the International Workers Order Band would play Eisler’* songs and would 
feature a new arrangement of the “Internationale.'* Also, that they would 
play Eisler** moot popular co m p osition, “Bed Trout,** “Comintern,** and 
** United T r e nt .** The article stated that Earl B r o wde r, General Secretary of 
the C ommuni st Party of the United States, would apeak tor forty-fire min tile % 
and discuss Lenin's work in building the Rus^^g^rev^U^^ary movement | 


p confldentlaUy advised Bureau agents that there was an indi 

ual in the United States by the name of Edwards who was sold to be the Com- 
munist International representative in this count ry. According to this inter- 1 
mant, Edwards had no first name a nd was known 

as “Edwards.** However, informant 
stated Edwards can be further identified by the fact that his brother is Hans 
Eisler, a composer believed to be e naturalised American citisea. The infor- 
mant farther stated that Eisler entered the United States not primarily for the 
purpose of composing music but rather to con tact the OG PU and conduct 
activities. 



(ibid serial 3 p.9) 


Hans Eisler nest entered the United States on January 21, 1936, at 
the port or New York, The Immigration records reflect that his last permanent 
residence was listed at that time as Vienna, Austria, and his intended future 
residence at the time of issuance of his passport was Vienna, Austria. Eisler 
was accompanied by his wife, Louise, also known as Lottie Eisler. The Immi- 
gration records reflect that en Jane 8, 1938, subject applied to extend his 
temporary visa and also applied for Immigration to Cuba with permission to 
reenter the United States, (ibid serial 3) 


On August 9. 1938, the Immigration authorities directed e letter to 
Dr. Alvia Johnson, Director of the New School for Social Research, advising 
that Mr. and Mrs. Hans Eisler bed been granted an evteostoa of time until 
January 21, 1939, to remain In the United States. Prior to this Eisler had been 
questioned by tee Immigration end Naturalisation Service on June 10, 1938, at 
which time he advised teat since his entrance la Jaauary, 1938. he had been 
lecturing under the auspices of the New School for Social Research and had 
been offered e five-year contract at 83,000 a year. In direct answer to the 
question, “Have any of your compositions been used in connection with political 
•r patriotic songs?” he answered, “In Germany I wrote aongs which were anti- 


Nasi In character. I am a refugee.** He waa asked if those songs were Com- 
munistic In character and he answered, "No. only in character against Nasi 
Germany." He also stated that his reason for desiring to reenter the United States 
by way o^Cuba was because of his anti-Nasi belief He advised that he had been 
exiled from Germany because he was against Nazism and Fascism, (ibid serial 3) 

la August, 1938, Mr. Walter Steel testified before the Dies Committee 
ti follows* ''The Timely Recording Company of New York City produces and 
sells Communist propaganda records for amplifying systems. These records 
deal with rarloua angles of Communism. Some o.f the recorded songs are “Rise 
Up,* * Internationals,* ‘Forward,* ‘United Front,* ‘Soup Song,* *Sid Down* and 
‘Solidarity.* These records are produced under the supervision of the German 
refugee Hans Eisler, who ws understand is connected with the Work Projects 
Administration ** Mr. Steel further testified "Music and dancing ara thy) no 
means neglected by the radicals and their allies for th* purpose of subversive 
propaganda. However, in the revolutionary work is Hans Eisler, alien revolutionar 
composer who went to Moscow for several months* inspiration. His return on a 
visitor's permit was widely lauded in the radical press of the United States of 
America, but there have been many protests to the Labor Department by non- ’ 
radicals because of his acquired permission from Secretary of Labor Perkins 
to reenter this country.** It is noted in this regard that the Bureau conducted 
an inquiry regarding Hans Eisler *s alleged employment with the Work Projects 
Administration and it was determined that the records of that organisation failed 
to reflect anyone under that name having ever been employed by them.fbid X k XI 

The Immigration records reflect that on March 4, 1939, Eisler and 
his wife were advised that they were to depart from the United States on or before 
March 7, 1939. However, this waa subsequently changed so that Eisler and his 
wife could remain in the United States until April 7, 1939. 

The Immigration authorities on March 27, 1939, questioned Hans Eisler 
In connection with certain articles appearing In the Daily Worker which have been 
net ‘out previously In this memorandum. Eisler stated that be was not responsible 
for these articles appearing In the Daily Worker or la any other newspaper of the 
United States, although he was aware of certain articles appearing la the Daily 
Worker concerning his activities. He stated that he had been la Boston, Massa- 
chusetts. to speak to the Jewish "Gesaagsveren," which he explained means a 
singing society. Under further questioning Eisler stated that he waa not a 
member of the Workers Party la Germany, where he had last been la 1933. He els 
stated that he waa not a member of the Communist Party. ser ial 3 n.5) 

In connection with various concerts given by Hans Eialar, be stated 
he had given concerts at the Mecca Temple in New Tork City and in theaters in 
Boston, Massachusetts, and Chicago, Illinois, the itinerary of these trips being 
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arranged by the anti-Nani League in New York City. Eisler continued, stating 
that he was in Moscow in 1936, remaining there for a period of eight weeks. 

He stated that all of his concerts there were given under the auspices of the 
Communist Party. However, he stated he was invited to Moscow by the Concert 
Bureau. He admitted also that he was paid by certain Soviet officials in Russian 
money for conducting these concerts. Eisler denied that ha desired any changa 
la tha United States form of government or Its school system. In direct answer 
to the question, ‘’What system of government would you say la superior • tha 
United States Government or the Soviet form of government?** he answered, 

“The United States system of government is superior.** (ibid serial 3, p.5,6) 

On the same date, March 27, 1939, Eisler*s wife was questioned by 
the Immigration authorities, at which time she identified herself as an author. 
Tha Immigration fila contains correspondence on behalf of Hana and Louise 
Eisler written by Carol King with ofTices at 100 Fifth Avenue. New York City. 

It ia noted that Carol King ia a prominent Communist attorney in New York City 
and is presently representing Gerhart Eisler and appeared with him before the 
recent hearing held by the House of Representatives un-American Activities 
Committee, at which time Gerhart Eisler refused to be sworn as a witness. By 
letter dated March IS, 1939, Carol King protested the Elsie rs* departure from 
the United States and advised the Immigration authorities that she would appear 
in Washington shortly after the date of the letter on their behalf and requested 
an extension of time pending this appeal. The Immigration authorities requested 1 
Elsie rs to leave the United States on or before April 15, 1939, and they actually t 
left aft Laredo, Texas, on April 12, 1939. They reentered the United States at 
Laredo, Texas, on September U, 1939, and ware granted a visa to January 28, 1940 

'*■, '• (ibid serial 3 p. 6) 

On July 17, 1940, a warrant was issued by the Immigration and Naturali- 
sation Service instructing that Hans and Louise Eisler be arrested inasmuch as tl 
were in the United States in violation of the Immigration Act of 1924, In that they 
remained in the United States for a longer time than permitted under the regulatic 
The Immigration and Naturalisation Service was Informed by the authorities at 
Calexico, California, that the subject and his wife had left for Mexicali, Mexico, 
through Calexico on September 19, 1940 . At that time tha Calexico immigration 
Office was not aware that a warrant was outstanding for the subject and his wife. 
On September 20, 1940, according to the Immigration records at Ellis bland, 
Eisler and Ms wife wera issued non-quota visas by the American Consulate at 
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asked about the Stature of "Die Mattnahme, for which the subject wrote the 
music. Eisler referred to this play as “The Expedient** and stated it was not 
Communistic la nature but that It concerned the unification of China. As 
previously stated In this memorandum* the title of tide has bean otherwise 
translated as “The Disciplinary Idea sure** and is a play which advocates world 
revolution and openly identifies itself with Communism and Moncow aa Its 
headquarters. EJsler also stated under oath that he was in Russia in 1935 and 
1936 for the purpose of directing concerts In which his compositions were 
played. Eisler side-stepped the question as to whether he had been In Russia 
on any other occasions, according to the Immigration authorities. 

. , • (195220-4) > 4 ; . ' .y. •- . . 

The IKS records reflect that Die. warrant of July 17* 1949. outstanding 
for the arrest of Kens and Louisa Eisler was cancelled and on October 22, 1940, 
they were admitted aa non-quota immigrants. The basis for this status was the 
subject’s occupation for two years immediately prior to application with the New 
School for Social Research. At that time the subject was traveling on n passport 
Issued by the Consul General of Czechoslovakia in New Tork City. This passport 
was issued March U, 1940, and was valid until March 10, 1941. It listed the 
subject’s nationality as “uncertain.** His wife bad a similar passport in bar 
possession and it is noted mat Jeer nationality .was listed as “unknown.'** 
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•id Han Eitler. It is noted 


that she recently testified before the House of Representatives un-American 
Activities Committee, at which time she identified her brother, Gerhart, as 
a Comintern agent in the United States and ss a “dangerous terrorist.** She 
aleo identified her brother Hans Elsie r as s music composer in Hollywood who 
is a Communist and whom she also described as “dangerous.** Ruth Fischer 
has furnished to the Bureau information relative to the Free German Movement 
in the United States and Mexico. She has identified her brother Hans as active in 
this movement. In May. 1944, Ruth Fischer conferred with Bureau representative 
at which time she advised that she considered her life to be in danger due to ber 
expose and denouncements regarding various pro- Stalin German refugees in the 
United States. She furnished to the Bureau numerous “exhibits** setting out her 
reasons for believing that her life was in danger and indicating that the NKVD wou 
possibly “resort to violence in an effort to silence her.” 


Among the “exhibits” furnished wss a letter which Ruth Fischer wrote 
to her brother Hans Eisler and his wife, Louise Eisler, dated April 27, 1944. In 
this letter Ruth Fischer advised him she felt her life was in danger and accused 
him and her other brother. Gerhart Eisler, of being agents of the OGPU. She 
stated in this regard. “If the local branches of the GPU can succeed in making 
a clever arrangement lor a natural death -- it will not succeed this time. Not 
for you nor for Gerhart Eisler. Chief of the German GPU Division in the United 
States, the dreamer of the ‘fictional battles with machine guns* whose dreaming 
consisted of fifteen years of betrayal, the corrupt liquidator of Chinese, German, 
Spanish and anti- Stalin comrades. This time it will not be made so easy for you. 
Ton always play with terror and are always afraid to take the responsibility for 

your nets. I have made the following preparations: 1- Three physic ians have 

given me a thorough examination. I am now In good health. There uw cause 
far a natural death. I am constantly under a physician's care and am taking care 
of my ae If in a sensible manner. The doctors are Informed and In case of any 
trouble will testify accordingly 2-A number of reputable journalists and poli- 
ticians have been informed and possess s copy of this letter. A number of Ger- 
man immigrants have also been appraised.* 1 The above information, as well as 
additional Information in the Bureau's files concerning Ruth Fischer, was fur- 
nished on May 12, 1944, and June 12, 1944 , to the Attorney General. 


(100-106997) 
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During November. 1946, e eerie* of Article* were published in the 
Las Angeles. C*lifonU, “Examiner,” which were written by Sula Fischer. 
These articles exposed her brother Gerhart’s connection with the Communist 
organisation* sad also Involved her brother Haas Elsie r. In one In s ta l l m ent 
Ruth Fischer wrote that Hsus Elsie r followed Gerhart to America in 19)5 and 
they met is New York City. She commented that Haas traveled bach and forth 
between tike United States and Europe, making several trips to Russia to show 
his continued loyalty. In another installment, Ruth Fischer wrote she tested 
Hans degree of subservience to the Communist Party by telephoning him that 
he had new instruction* and that he was to go to the corner of Rue Amsterdam 
and Place CUchy and there await s major she knew. Hans agreed to this arrange 
meat. Upon another occasion, Ruth Fischer reports Hans talked with her during 
the Moscow trials and, according to her, Hans became hysterical with the < 
thought that he and Gerhart might feature in (me of the Moscow defendants 
long-winded accusations. Hans Elsler begged Ruth Fischer to let it be known 
that for years they had no connections, since Ruth Fischer was out of favor 
with the Communist Party. ( 10 0-195220-31 p.6) 

According to the highly confidential source having access to Hans 
Ebler’s personal effects in 194 5, Eisler maintained a list of books which he 
had apparently left in New York City. The majority of these books related to 
studies of the Communist ideology. The first ten books listed by Eisler on 
this iisi are as follows: y 


“MARX: 'Capital* in three volumes 
MARX: ’Collection of Essays* 

MARX : ’Criticism of Political Economy* 
ENGELS: ‘Ludwig Feuerbach* 
MARX-ENGELS: ’Letters’ 

LENIN: ’About the Soviet State* 

LENIN: 'From Hi* Philosophical Heritasce* 
ZETKIN: ’memories of Lenin* 

’Leninism*, four issues 

LENIN: ’Complete edition In three volumes! 


J 

(100-19522016 p.16) 



advised that 

■ sympathetic to the Soviets are Hans Eisler, Bert Brecht, Lion Feucht- 
wanger, Heinrich Mann and others. He further stated that undoubtedly, if any 
one of the above individuals were given an invitation to return to Germany they 
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would bo doubt Accept. Tbit iiformtti identified Kens Elsie r «• being very 
Active in the Free German Movement in Lee Angeles end stated this group, 
including Hens Elsie r, bee been very close to Mr. end Mrs. William D icteric 
and Charlie Chaplin, who have been prominently associated with the Communist 
PArty.^p 



i confidential informant who knows 

►Elsie r is the composer 

of music set to the picture "Kon^mol"' (Song of Heroes) produced in Moscow in 
1932. The scenario for this picture is credited to Joris Ivens, who is known to 
be a dome personal friend or Elsie r. This picture is described as the film of 
the Soviet League of Youth, which reveals a completely new sociological outlook. 
The informant states that the name “Komsomol** is that of the Young Communist 
League in Russia and that the translation of the title by the authors es “Scn^ of 
Heroes’* is entirely inaccurate Eisler also collaborated with Joris Ivens in 
1V34 and 1938 in making the pictures “New Earth** and “Four Hundred Millions. “ 
Also, according to this informant, the subject met with Joris Ivens on the 
evening of May 8, 1943, in Los Angeles. A surveillance by Bureau agents 
identified nine other individuals who met with Ivens sad Eisler at the home of 
Oscar Homolka in Bel Air, California. Three of the individuals at. this meeting 
are known Communist Party members, ry 

(ibid) 

On September 15, 1943, a technical surveillance was established at 
the home of Hans Eisler, 1650 Amalie Drive, Pacific Palisades, Santa Monica, 
California. This technical source was discontinued on February 10, 1944, due 
to non-productivity . However, during the time that this installation was in 
effect It was noted that Han* Eisler was in direct contact with his brother, 
Gerhart Eisler, and was further in dose association with known Communist 
Party members in the California area, as wall as with members of the Soviet 
Consulate, it was further developed that Eisler was in close tench with Bertolt 
Brecht, Lion Feuchtwaager and other Individuals active In Communist affairs, 
ns well as the Free Gormnn Movement ,r/ . UL, 

yM&fd aerial 8, 13) 


considered the facts in the Hans Eisler case, advised that no request would be 
made for e Presidential Warrant for the subject’s arrest as a dengeTOui alien 
enemy at that time. Mr. Gault referred to the collaboration between the subject 
and Bertolt Brecht and the similar nature of the fects in their indivilir 1 cases. 
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He further referred to the decision of the Department in the alien enemy case 
•gainst Bertolt Brecht, eta ting that no Presidential Warrant was authorised 
for Brecht's arrest under the existing conditions since Brecht's helie fs seemed 
to he anti -Nasi and amti-Fascist end, therefore, was not considered s danger 
to the war effort of this country. Mr. Gault stated that his decision on the 
Eialer case was based npon that of the Department in the case against Brecht. 

The Bureau's investigation has also reflected ti2^er°has been 
In close personal contact with Friedrich Christian Lang, who is s mo tion 
picture director in Hollywood and who is s known Communist and affiliated 
with the Free German Movement. Lang collaborated with Bertolt Brecht in 
1943 in the motion picture "Hangmen Also Die." for which Hans Easier wrote 
the music. Eisler is also known to bn a contact of Clifford Odets, a playwright 
in Hollywood who is said to have written several plays produced by the Com* 
muni si Party. He is a reported member of many Communist front organi- 
sations and has bean active in all Communist affairs in California. He assisted 
Ians Eisler in obtaining s position with RKO Studios to Hollywood, California. 



ColUtenU Information 

Hans Eider appeared oa May 12, 1947, before the Sub-Committee 
of the Mouse Committee oa Un-American Activities in its session at the 
Los Angeles Biltmore Hotel, ft has been reported that Hans Eisler evaded 
questions and was so unsatisfactory as a witness that the Committee »umm ont “ 
him to appear before a complete Committee investigation in Washington, D C. 
on June 16, 1947. This appearance before the Committee was subsequently 
canceled; however, it has been indicated that Eisler will be requested to 
appear before the entire Committee on September 23, 194 7. According to the 
records of the State Department, Hans Eisler, on June 19, 1947, made appli- 
cation for an exit permit in order to proceed to Pari*, France. On this 
application Eisler listed ss references Clifford Odets, previously identified 
in this memorandum, and Salka Viertel, who is the subject of a Bureau Inter- 
nal Security - R investigation. Salka has been active in the Free German 
Movement and has associated with many known Communist sympathisers, 
including Charles Chaplir, Bertolt Brecht, Clifford Odets, end others. The 
House Un-American Activities Committee requested the State Department to 
withhold any action on Eisler's application for an axlt permit and further 
requested that he net be allowed to leave the United States. The State Depart- 
ment records reflect that no action has been taken on Eisler** application 
and that officially it is in a "pending*' status. 




The Washington Tlmes-Herald for July 10, article, 

stated that Ruth Fischer, the sister of Hans Elsler. has Indicated that she 
believes Filler has skipped the country and gone to Mexico. Other 
paper stories Indicated that Eleler had previously advised that he would 
appear as a witness at Gerhart Eisler’s trial on charges of passport fraud. 

The Bureau has furnished to the Department copies of all reports 
In the Eisler Investigation, S V £' , t .. * v v ‘ 
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I am attaching hereto a mehoranBum onntdnWYi&IXr 

tp C0J»pre««»ai» rftowas o/ the Un-American 
Activities Committee, This memorandum is based upon a 
complete file review prepared by the Security' Division, 

ln b +h ie Z e We haU l deleted *11 material which might be embarrassino 4* 
to the Bureau and I think the memo is entirely fdti^ac?orr?o ' 
give to Congressman $bmas. A/ 
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In the realm of music, fascism hat produced nothing original. The 
decadence of music in fascist Germany is an indisputable fact, brought en by 
■any causes* The first one is: banishment, provoked by political or racial 

motives, of many prominent musical geniuses. The second cause: dispersion* 

without exception, of all workers' musical organisations which formerly held 
enriched the musical culture with true specimens of the creative power of 
the people. 


finally, the basic cause: fascism declared cruel war stgainst ^ 

everything advanced, progressive, against all new trends in German music. 

Bow ever, the musical life of the country was not entirely arrested. This ' 

would not be to the advantage of fascism. Though the agitational significance 
of anisic Is loss important than that of other kinds of art (theater, movies* 
literature), fascism nevertheless attempts to utilise it for its own purposes. 

In order to describe concert life in fascist Germany it le sufficient 
to point ©dt .that at the present time no outstanding artists appear on the eom- 
cert stage and youth, isolated from contemporary progressive trends. Is actually 
deprived of the opportunity to etudy in earnest. The straggle of the TmicWflnt'';- 
against genuine music for the masses leads to almost absolute domination 
trash (KITSCH) which in its essence seems to be the musical credo of fascism, 
flworn fascist composers diligently cook up "true German - music. The illuetriou* 
KITSCH is the best example of this* At the same time these matters occtqpy them* 
selves with each respecbab^VWihses as remodeling and "refining* compositions 
produced by revolutionary mssicians. At the same time not only ©nr musical 
works of smaller form are being shamelessly plagiarised, but also our large 
compositions. Especially did the fascist try to produce their own version sf 
•Yyssnei Mery." However, they did not succeed in doing this, as it it mot so 
easy to tear the musical form from the deep social content which make At 
distinctive. 


Mar tial music of typical Prussian barrack-like style is .used, especial- 
ly on the radio, in enormous doses. The listener undoubtedly soon Imagines him- 
self in a military camp. \ 
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Iren though it la poailUe to notice a fw wager efforts far 
"unification" of the opera by the fascists It la Ij^oaalble to point out 
even one successful attempt along thia line. Becently several opera 
prealeree were produced in Germany, bat not one of them aroused any 
enthaalaam eren on the part of tha aoet ardent patriots of fascia*. Ike 
libretto of the new Vsgner-Begeni opera "The favorite" which la baaed an 
material fro* the work* of Yictcr lago, la tha aost typical example of 
imitating (if not outright copying) models of so-called s neo-claaaic = 

■aaie, cultivated by oertalm groups of maalclana before Hitler** rise to 
power. In any case this opera contains nothing more original than tha 
latest opera by Richard Strauss "The Taciturn Women" which almost provoked 
a scandal, aa the libretto was written by a "non -Arlan," Stephan ZVeig. 

After all it can be said without hesitation that everything 
platitudinous, hackneyed and vulgar found a niche far itself in fascist 
production. 

Tha degeneration to which the artistic youth of Germany la doomed 
was not escaped by the great artist Hindemith. Hi s latest work, tha sy^hony 
"Xhudozknik Hat is a" reveals in tha author an splgonus composer who produces 
aatoundingly weak places for a man like ha la. Does thia fact not serve aa 
striking proof of that indisputable truth that fascism is only capable of 
leading music, aa wall a a any other art, to degradation! 

The fascists are earnestly endeavoring to find mnslcal farms which 
they could give out for new ones present only In fascist art. In this they 
strive to utilise the renowned "claeeloal" heritage of the ancient Germane 
mot restraining to add to this the mass compositions of revolutionary German 
composers. I am referring to the musical festivals on public squares (TUG 
PLATZE) an attested revival of ancient German games . 

Incapable of creating something original fascism also ruthlessly 
suppresses all experiments and withdraws further from eon temporariness . We 
the revolutionary musicians, ere not the only ones who make this assertion. 
Whenever mention le made of present-day German muelc, the musleal experts 
only shake their head sympathetically. 

An American hour geo le journalist Interviewed me in Hollywood end. 
Alla questioning me about Hitler asked whether the fascist leader is a 
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musician. "Tea" I answered, *he la a vlrtuoeo since ha haa bean capable of 
destroying the high German ausioal culture in auch a alow time." 

Striking changes hare also taken place In Germany la the reala of 
anale theory. Prior to the Fascist coup d'etat leading ana leal theorists 
attempted to adopt the aeterlallstlc aethod to the compositions . This toll 
of the gravitation and sy^tathy towards the sew Ideology which hecaas the 
foundation la the reorganisation of one -sixth of the globe. But "base 
aster lal Isa* under Hitler wee replaced by the aoet primitive idealism which 
lead the once progressive German musical science to oblivion. 

I am etlll looking Into the future optimistically, alnce I believe 
In the inexhaustible pewer of the organized masses. The dark epoch of Fascism 
makes It apparent to every honest artist that the only possible road to creative 
power le cloee cooperation with the working nesses. Only in the revolutionary 
struggle can the artist attain his personality. 

In Fascist Oeraeny revolutionary musicians axe almost completely 
deprived of the opportunity to work. But the revolutionary musical mew— ant 
la expanding and gathering strength. Mare and more frequently outstanding 
English, French, American and Czechoslovakian artiste Join the revolutionary 
front. There are many examples. A well known Czech composer, master in 
"quarter - tone * mneic, ia writing an opera on the libretto from Theodor Gladov'a 
mark. The old French professor, Coquelln, master of counterpoint wrote a 
remarkable composition -- the song "Liberate Telman." The fiigllsh co^oeer 
Alan Bush is collaborating with the Worker's Musical Movement. 

All these facte, which even three years ago could not have been 
presupposed, prove there le only one road in art for the true artist — that 
Is the road to revolution. The time le nearing when not a single great master 
mill be left on the other side of the barricade. 

fievolutlonary music la more powerful today than at any other time. 

Its political end creative significance Increases from day to day. 

HAHS XI3LXB 


Translated from the Bueslan Vewspaper 
■ a o V IT ffllfl ISEOSTVO," Moscow 
Jwly 29* 1935. 


0. L. McMah o n 
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I left Germany after the burning of the Beichstag. therefore, I 
had to receive second hpiyl information about all of the latest events in Oer- 
men musical life. 

It is only natural and legal for the Fascist regime to uproot all. 
attempts to develop the Worker' » Magical Movement, quite a large German Voxfeers 
Gesangrerein existed, It was a society of worker’s singers. Sat all this 
bed long since been dissolved. The Fascists not only persecuted the worker's 
society, but also the leftist bourgeois composers. Iven Paul Hind emit to 
whom the Hitlerites hsd speedily given amnesty because of the scarcity of 
musicians again appears to be in disfavor. ^ y 

While a young generation of second-rate Ipigonuses which conforms to 
Adolf Hitler’s political and artistic strivings is growing up, top honors lm 
music are shared by Hans Pfitzner and the aged Richard Strauss. 

About Pfitzner bias elf nothing much can be said. His popularity 
(extremely relative) never crossed the German borders. 

But Strauss va B a great at one tine. The mueic which he now com- 
poses will not be recorded on the glorious pages of the history remembering 
his creative power. Recently the premiere of his new opera was given in 
Dresden. This opera waB written on Stefan Zweig's theme. What deslra mast 
have come to, to reward Strauss for his loyalty by permitting the performance 
of the work of Jew 2weig in present-day Germany. Alas, this seems to he the 
only reward for the composer's efforts. The opera had a dubious success. 

In London, where I landed immediately after leaving Germany, I wrote 
a long symphony in which I ventured to solve numerous (purely technical) musical 
problems. Under the leadership of the noted Trench conductor George Intern 
the premiere of my symphony was given In London. The effect of this musical 
work led to the composition of my new symphony which is dedicated to the victims 
of Fascist terror. 

While in England I wrote the music for the film * Abdul- Hamid* (or 
■The Fall of Dictatorship") which is attracting so much attention. It Is about 
the struggle of young Turkish revolutionaries with the Feudalists. In spite 
of the historical subject matter, it is easy for the attentive observer to see 
features which make the old Turkish dictator a kin to the living Eeichsk&nsler. 
Grune produced the film.. It was very successful. The leading role of Afe&ftl- 
Hamid was brilliantly played by the noted actor. Frit* Courtner. 
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Among the other works composed by me while in London* one can mention 
the music 1 wrote to Srnst Toiler* s "Put Out the Tires* which deals with vav 
revolutionary insurrection of the German sailors in 1917 as veil as the email 
relume of revolutionary songs. In my opinion "Anti-war" and "8ong of the United 
Front" are the best. 

From Ragland my itinerary continued in America.- 1 remember this trip 
with great satisfaction. For one thing* I was able to give a great many benefit 
concerts for political prisoners. Bien too* I delivered a whole cycle of mass 
lectures on German Fascism. These lectures invariably filled vast auditoriums 
with s large seating capacity. In Hew Fork* for example ; approximately 5 S 0Q© 
people attended. In Hollywood and Los Angeles workers as well as numerous repre- 
sentatives of progressive intelligentsia came to the auditorium. 

The local reactionary press (in Los Angeles) vehementley took up arms 
against me and demanded ay forceful return to Germany. 0 yes, the author# of 
these articles conceded the accurateness of my viewpoint on contemporary German 
culture. They were filling to scream, just as loud as I did, a^inst the so- 
called "trash" of German music (sweet and sentimental banalities). "These ideas 
are absolutely wholesome", the papers wrote, "they mist be used, but the author 
must be Bent back to Hitler" (J). 

With great happiness I mint mention the noticeable trend towards ths 
left among American artist intelligentsia. I believe that I am not exaggerating 
when I eay that the greatest musical artists in America (with very few exceptions 
are in an extremely progressive frame of mind at the present time. 

Who are they? They are Aaron Copland, Henry Cowell* Director Eiger 
(greatest pedagogue in music), the noted musical theoretic. Prof. Sieger* the 
greatest authority on contemporary music, Slominsky, and finally the brightest 
star on the American musical firmament, the most exalted conductor, Leopold 
StokowBky, Becently he even risked playing the "International" at one of his 
philharmonic concerts: An unheard-of scandal almost developed which however 

was hushed up just in time. 

Before ay departure from America I was offered a professorship as head 
of the department on composition and theory at the Hew York Institute of Art. 

I gladly agreed to accept this proposition, because I hope to be able to do 
something for the expansion of the young American Musical Movement. I will re- 
turn to Hew York by the first of September. Before that it is necessary for 
me to visit the German author, Bert Brecht. He and I are collaborating in the 
composition of a musical drama on the topic of the venality of bourgeois art 
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A telegram from Moscow from the Musical Bureau of the International 
Union of Revolutionary Theatres (MDRT) delected me to attend, the Btrassburf 
Olympics. On the very first morning of my arrival I told representatives ol 
your paper all about the time I spent in Strassburg as well as in Raichenberg 
at the Czechoslovak International Festival. 

In conclusion I would like to give you ay impressions of Moscow. 1 
have been invited here to reorganize the Musical Bureau of MCRT ( IUE.T Internationa 
Union of Revolutionary Theatres). 

It has been three years since I have been here. I did not recognise 
Moscow. Mi' first trip around the proletarian capital was made by means of the 
subway. Without trying to be polite! this is the best subway in the world! 

Such perfection in discipline and cleanliness! 

And. on top the ground, "hat astounded me most were the happy expres- 
sions, the cheerful huncr end a certain happy carelessness mirrored in the facee. 
In the capitalist world such an expression has long been washed from the faces 
of the people who are up to their ears in worries over the coming day. Tou cair- 
not realize with what feelings a foreigner looks at the Soviet citizens to whoa 
such vide horizons ere open and for whom such a wonderful future lies waiting. 

Upon ay return to America I shall certainly give an account of every- 
thing I have seen. The working class and the progressive intelligentsia over 
there follow every step in the life of your great native land. This sympathy 
is far from passive. I shall never forget the Btirring impressions received at 
two grandiose meetings in Hew York, organized as a protest against Hearst's 
mendacious attacks on the U. S. S.R. More than 35,000 people took part in this 
meeting. Men and women of the working class gave their hardearned money, they 
took off their rings, earrings and cried: "Print newspapers contradicting 

Hearet.'" 


Had I wished at that moment that some great artist might have painted 
a picture which would perpetuate this overwhelming scene of international 
solidarity. 


1SANSLATI0K FROM TES RUSSIA!? 
From YECHEPV-TAYA KOSTYA. Moscow 
June 27, 1935 
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But Movies' 
Gold Quickly 
Changed Tune 


Hail to Revolution! 


* i ** 



' o " r [ 

- - - 

4 

Jiif /»•• ! j 


.;V . .. 

* .:fc iht Com-? Z 1 ® * / 1/ 

' 7 -k 


SSL-ii 


!5»r :!> rsrr.f of Ha:.*- 
F:.-rr i..-. h.*:r.- ;r. Parf.c'" 
» Ji..rrA Eitier _ 

:iy , id ii;c fl‘ :<r.« of.= 

d l>- v. ; nl • - 



sps® 

“idiotic.' a*.: ~:..t brr.:ht-r was • 0 u.» tci- Ajf/j '&.**[ »2~ /" 

II as : . -_ V-- 



Brother WasTopU.S. Red Composer 








